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fo the eens of the 
Wied SEB: 


For more than three centuries we have been 
building on this continent a free society, a 
society in which the promise of the human 
spirit may find fulfillment. Commingled here 
are the blood and genius of all the peoples of 
the world who have sought this promise. 

We have built well. We are continuing our 
efforts to bring the blessings of a free society, 
of a free and productive economic system, to 
every family in the land. This is the promise 
of America. 

It is this that we must continue to build— 
this that we must continue to defend. 

It is the task of our generation. But we build 
and defend not for our generation alone. We 
defend the foundations laid by our fathers. 
We build a life for generations yet unborn. 


**“Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free’’ 


PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 


We defend and we build a way of life, not for 
America alone, but for all mankind. Ours is a 
high duty, a noble task. 

Day and night I pray for the restoration of 
peace in this mad world of ours. It is not neces- 
sary that I, the President, ask the American 
people to pray in behalf of such a cause—I 
know you are praying with me. 

I am certain that out of the hearts of every 
man, woman and child in this land, in every 
waking minute, a supplication goes up to 
Almighty God; that all of us beg that suffering 
and starving, that death and destruction may 
end—and that peace may return to the world. 

In common affection for all mankind, your 
prayers join with mine—that God will heal the 
wounds and the hearts of humanity. 


(Signed) Fireside Talk, May 26, 1940. 
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PROMOTION SECRETARY 


Luther League Emphasizes Promotion and Calls 
the Rev. William J. Ducker as Associate 


Secretary for Promotion 
Intermediate Work 


ANOTHER indication of the larger 
program of activities in which the 
Luther League of America is engaged 
is the new office which they have au- 
thorized and to which they have called 
the first incumbent. The new officer, as 
indicated above, will deal particularly 
with promotion and with Intermediate 
work. The Rev. William J. Ducker has 
been a special Board missionary of the 
Board of American Missions, doing 
work of origination since the summer 
of 1938. He started St. Mark’s Church, 
South Jacksonville, Fla., and organized 
Resurrection Church, Arlington, Va., a 
suburb of Washington. 

Pastor Ducker was graduated from New- 
berry College in 1926 and the Southern 
Seminary in 1929. Following his ordina- 
tion by the Synod of South Carolina, he 
accepted the call to the pastorate of Trin- 
ity Church, Elloree, S. C., in which work 
he remained for seven years. From there 
he was called to Redeemer Church, Macon, 
Ga., a mission of the Board of American 
Missions. Thence he was called by the 
Board of American Missions to become its 
special representative in the fields above 
named. 


The Impression of the South 


Pastor Ducker is a native of Charleston, 
S. C., and both his educational and min- 
isterial years have been spent in the South. 
Naturally THe LUTHERAN was interested in 
his views relative to industrial and eccle- 
siastical conditions in the portion of the 
United Lutheran Church which was for- 
merly covered by the United Synod in 
the South. Tue LurHEeRAN was told several 
years ago that a large industrial advance- 
ment was imminent, owing to the develop- 
ment of pulp wood forests from which 
paper would be manufactured and owing 
to other developments which would be the 
products of discoveries and inventions in 
chemiurgy. Pastor Ducker was not willing 
to prophesy relative to a large increase in 
the population of the southern area of the 
United States. He said, “People from other 
and more thickly settled Lutheran sections 
are moving in, but not at a rate which 
would attract especial attention.” That 
upon which he does insist, however, is the 
eagerness of the membership of the United 
Lutheran Church in the South to make the 
most of opportunities for missioning. There 
are at present so many areas untouched 
by the Lutheran Church. Some of these 
are places where new industrial develop- 
ments are taking place. Said he, “There 
could be many new congregations begun 
in the South if the Board of American 
Missions could be assured of such support 
as would enable these congregations to 
have sufficient time to develop to the stage 
of self-support.” When he was asked what 
he meant by that when, he explained, “The 
economic progress and congregational 
growth might not keep pace with that 


and 


which is possible 
in some other 
sections of the 
country, espe- 
cially in big 
city suburban 
developments. 

Pastor Ducker 
has been amem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America for the last five 
years and is thoroughly familiar with its 
operations and its objectives. When ad- 
vancement showed the necessity for spe- 
cialization in the field of promotion, the 
League turned to him to initiate this work. 
A call was extended in January and was 
later accepted. 


REV. WILLIAM J. 
DUCKER 


A Leader of Young People 


Pastor Ducker has been actively inter- 
ested in young people’s work in the synods 
with which he was connected. He has 
served on the executive committee of the 
Luther League of South Carolina, has 
taught young people’s courses in leader- 
ship training schools and summer as- 
semblies, and has represented the Luther 
League of America at state and synodical 
conventions. He has contributed articles 
to the Luther League Review and The 
Parish School. His name is not unknown 
to readers of Toe LutHeran. He was chair- 
man of the South Carolina Synod’s pub- 
licity committee for several years, during 
which time he wrote extensively for The 
Lutheran Messenger and reported syn- 
odical conventions to THE LuTHERAN. He 
was the author of reports of the Luther 
League convention at Long Beach, Calif., 
last July and of annual meetings of its 
Executive Committee. During his connec- 
tion with the Georgia-Alabama Synod he 
was a member of the News Letter Staff of 
Tue LUTHERAN. He was a member of the 
publicity group which was in action at 


conventions of the United Lutheran Church ~ 


at Savannah, Columbus, and Baltimore. 
He will assist in this service’: when the 
twelfth convention opens at Omaha next 
October. 

Pastor Ducker is now on duty in his 
new position, but he will continue to sup- 
ply the congregation at Arlington until the 
Board of American Missions secures his 
successor. 


READJUSTMENT 


For more efficient service to Sunday 
school teachers who use Dr. D. Burt 
Smith’s expositions of the Sunday school 
lessons, THE LUTHERAN is advancing the 
date of his comments one week. This 
change is made at the request of many 
readers. The readjustment required expo- 
sitions of two lessons in this issue. 

Tue LurHeran takes this occasion to call 
the attention of all its readers to the pages 
devoted to the expositions of the Sunday 
school lessons and the Luther League 
topics. 
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Tue Lutheran Church defines marriage as a covenant, 
not a sacrament. It consists essentially of the exchange 
of solemn promises by one man and one woman who 
have reached the stage of maturity of body and mind 
that enables them to understand the privileges and 
duties that are involved. The relationships of the con- 
tract are second in importance only to the essentials 
whereby the individual maintains life and personality. 
In fact, man is so fashioned and endowed by his Creator 
as to require the establishment of this covenant. The 
inspired Word thus teaches in the revelation, “Male 
and female created He them.” 

The high position which marriage has in the scale of 
human relations is indicated by the fact that it receives 
precedence over the connections of children to their 
parents. “Therefore shall a man leave father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they twain 
shall be one flesh.” Our Lord gave a similarly high 
place to those joined by the covenant of matrimony 
when Paul was inspired to write, “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ loved the Church and gave Him- 
self for it. Wives, submit yourselves unto your hus- 
bands, as unto the Lord.” 

Such being the content of the marriage contract, one 
rightly expects that divine favor is graciously and 
bounteously bestowed upon it. In our “Order for Mar- 
riage” this thought is beautifully expressed in the 
paragraph: 

“And although, by reason of sin, many a cross 
hath been laid’ thereon, nevertheless our gracious 
Father in heaven doth not forsake His children in 
an estate so holy and acceptable to Him, but is ever 
present with His abundant blessing.” 

As is true of all relationships in which God’s will for 
man determines rights and duties, indifference to or 
neglect of the conditions of the solemn contract of mar- 
riage is defiance of divinely-established laws. There- 
fore those who enter upon this covenant and those who 


are dependent upon fidelity to it suffer. Like any in- 
fraction of the Creator’s decrees (which differ from 
man-made statutes in that the penalty is sure to fall in 
some form), any infraction of the covenant is an offense. 

The marriage covenant has not one but three “areas 
of influence.” It deals (first) with the regime of sex; 
that is, of man’s corporeal life. The deep-seated desires, 
which are creatively established and powerful in order 
to preserve the race, are put under orderly control by 
the terms of the covenant. But the social order is like- 
wise fundamentally concerned with such an apprecia- 
tion of the permanency and principles of marriage as 
will preserve the family, the race, the institutions of 
society, and the uplift of mankind to higher and higher 
appreciation of man’s place in the Creator’s mind at his 
making. He is not a brute but one made to have 
dominion over the works of God’s hands. 

The state’s assumption of authority over marriage, 
the listing of bigamy, incest, adultery, and prostitution 
as crimes and subject to judicial action is the indication 
of the significance to the social order of the contract of 
marriage. 

The third “area” with which the covenant has to do 
is spiritual. One can deem this of the greatest impor- 
tance because the maintenance of communion with God 
is therein involved. While the New Testament does not 
make of the household the basis of the kingdom of God 
that the family is to the state and to the institutions of 
society, there is ample evidence from the apostolic 
writers that the marriage covenant is not less sacred 
under the dispensation of faith than it was under the 
Mosaic institutions of law. On the contrary, the obliga- 
tions that children shall be reared in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord is intensified because the life 
in the body is seen to be the threshold of the life to 
come. “Broken homes” are spiritual tragedies as well 
as a source of problem children, of inmates of penal and 
charitable institutions, and social unrest. 
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World-wide Communion 

A PROPOSAL is being made by Christian leaders that 
on October 6 every Christian congregation in the world 
celebrate the Holy Communion. No union services are 
suggested. The plan is for each church to administer 
the Sacrament on that day, and to seek to have all its 
members present at its service. Such a day might help 
Christians rededicate themselves for a larger sacrificial 
service at the beginning of the autumn’s work, and 
bring to each Christian a sense of unbroken fellowship 
with other Christians around the world. 


Why We Enter the Ministry 

A HALF dozen Presbyterians just being ordained state 
their reasons for entering the ministry in a recent issue 
of The Presbyterian Tribune: 

(1) “Jesus is the only hope 
of the world. I must endeavor 
to lead others into fellowship 
with Him so they might grow 
in love and become co-workers 
in the tasks of His kingdom.” 

(2) “The world is in need of 
a faith that will enable it to 
meet its problems courage- 
ously, of a way of living that 
will promote the greatest hap- 
piness of each individual, as 
well as for the group as a 
whole.” 

(3) “Since Christ presents the only way of happy 
purposeful living, and the only true source for a devoted 
life, the very existence of our civilization rests on the 
infusion, retention, and fulfillment of His Spirit and 
principles in the thinking and emotions of all people 
and all nations.” 

(4) “To show others the happiness that comes in 
Christian living.” 

(5) “Jesus Christ, the living Saviour, solves the 
world’s needs. I desire to tell others of the living Christ 
and His saving power.” 

(6) “I am entering the ministry because I believe 
God has chosen me to serve Him in this way.” 


Facing Our Faults 

Grorce Craic Stewart, bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Chicago, died suddenly May 2. 
He must have been a man who could see things as they 
are, and as they ought to be, and hated our feeble short- 
comings in the churches. His frank criticism of his own 
church, in one of his latest statements, should be a model 
for our examination of our own Church: 


“We are respectable—frozen stiff with respectability; 
so were the Scribes and Pharisees. We are smug—dis- 
gustingly so, with an assumption of social superiority. 
We have enormous wealth in our constituency, yet our 
per capita giving... to church causes outside the parish 
is below almost all of the larger communions. 

“We have beautiful churches, well-ordered services— 


By G. ELson RUFF 


an incomparable liturgy (how we dote on that phrase!), 
but are the poor, the halt, the maimed, the blind, the 
illiterate, the great ruck of the unchurched pressing for 
a share in our worship? They are not. And yet we 
greatly admire ourselves. 

“Two-thirds of our nominal communicants are only 
marginal churchmen. Doubtless many of these are 
what would be called good people, moved by generous 
impulses, feeling at times a faint mystical hanker after 
a higher life, and greatly frightened when sickness or 
death threatens them—but scratch their beliefs, and 
what do you find? The faith of the church? No. In- 
stead—a pathetic farrago of sentimentality, skepticism, 
and superstition. Observe their conduct and what do 
you discover? A thoroughgoing worldliness untouched 
apparently by the spirit of the Crucified. Look for them 
in church: they are there only on state occasions or 
social occasions when it pleases them to join in weddings 
or funerals or the Easter parade, and they are there not 
as penitents but as patrons, not as adoring worshipers 
but as critical auditors. Test them by their missionary 
spirit and they tell you, as unbelievers naturally would, 
that they don’t believe in missions.” 

Our own marginal members, Bishop Stewart said, 
must be our biggest missionary concern. 


How Many Farmers? 

It sEEMsS that farmers are usually left out of the big 
denominational boards elected to carry on the work of 
the churches. Dr. John H. Reisner, secretary of the 
Christian Rural Fellowship, finds that at the uniting 
conference, called in 1939 to plan for merging the Meth- 
odist churches, there were three farmers included in a 
delegation of 450 laymen. Of 129 members of five na- 
tional societies of the Northern Baptist Convention in 
1938, three were from towns of less than 2,500 popula- 
tion. There were no farmers. Dr. Reisner believes that 
in the larger councils of our church organizations, mem- 
bers of the rural congregations lack representation. 


Sunday Night in City Churches 
Srxty Chicago churches of various denominations 
recently co-operated in gathering information about 


‘their Sunday evening service problem. 


Seventeen of the sixty hold services regularly for 
about eight months of the year. Ten hold special serv- 
ices occasionally. At the regular services, only nine 
congregations register attendance over 100. 

Most of the ministers questioned state their belief 
that the traditional type of Sunday night service does 
not produce the success desired. Some suggest trying 
religious drama, musicals, programs sponsored by church 
organizations, celebration of national and religious 
holidays. 

Young people’s meetings on Sunday nights are re- 
ported in 58 of the 60 churches. Attendance at these 
meetings is nearly the same in all the churches, regard- 
less of size. It averages 35. Apparently when a youth 
group reaches a certain size, adequate for fellowship 
and work, it stops growing. It seems there is need for 
more and smaller groups in the local church. 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.itus F. SEEBACH 


Calendar Trouble is just one of the headaches Britain 
has in India. Every year the India Government has to 
prepare an enormous almanac in order to co-ordinate 
the religious seasons, festivals and holidays of the varied 
religious bodies within her borders. This is due pri- 
marily to the fact that these groups follow fourteen other 
calendars, respectively important to them, beside the 
Gregorian system followed by the government, and the 
Moslem and Jewish systems also largely used. That the 
need of the co-ordination attempted by the government 
is important can be appreciated from the fact that with- 
out some almanac adjustments the Moslem period of 
mourning in certain years would come at the very time 
of a Hindu feast of rejoicing, with resulting riots and 
bloodshed. This is caused, on the Moslems’ part, by the 
shorter lunar year of their calendar, by which a Moslem 
holy day will move clear around the government’s 
Gregorian calendar system every thirty-two years. 
Tender religious sensibilities of the various faiths rep- 
resented in the land heighten the necessity of continual 
adjustment. 


The Best Seller for 1939 was the Bible, with “a dis- 
tribution of 7,370,908 volumes of Scriptures, represent- 
ing an increase of five per cent over 1938.” This is the 
record of the American Bible Society alone, according 
to the implication of a recent report. In Latin America 
this Society could meet only a trifle more than one- 
half of the requests made for the Bible, in portions or 
complete. This is said to be due to the rapid expansion 
of the evangelistic movement in those lands, and the 
largely growing use of the Scriptures in the national 
schools, in replacement of the previous dependence upon 
ecclesiastical oversight. (There was an earlier refer- 
ence to this in an item recorded on this page.) There 
has also been “a rapidly expanding development of Bible 
training schools” in the Latin lands. The demands from 
China have been even more pressing, resulting in the 
sale of twice as many Bibles and New Testament por- 
tions in 1939 as were sold in 1937. In the face of the 
subtle oppositions, and even open warfare, practiced on 
Christianity in the totalitarian lands, as well as the 
hardening effect of war itself, this enlarged interest in 
the Bible is very significant indeed. 


Religion Is On the up-grade at Cornell University. 
Sunday services in Cornell’s chapel are so well at- 
tended that the trustees of the institution have just 
approved plans for the enlargement of the building. 
This interest is also practically expressed by active 
service in the twenty major projects sponsored by the 
CURW, the title given to the united program of re- 
ligious and social service on Cornell’s campus. This 
program grew out of the welding together of separate 
religious groups directed by student pastors. About 
1,200 students, Protestant, Catholic and Jewish alike, 
are seriously engaged in these twenty major projects, 
which include discussion groups, plans for more inten- 
sive religious training, an Institute of Human Relations, 
etc. A similar increase of interest in religion is re- 
ported to be finding positive expression in Columbia 


University. There are many indications that the same 
thing is happening on the campuses of a large number 
of colleges, less publicized, perhaps, but none the less 
real, 


The Vatican’s Influential daily, Osservatore Romano, 
is feeling the displeasure of Italy’s Fascist-arranged 
state of mind. This is because the Vatican organ ex- 
pressed open sympathy for Holland, Belgium and Lux- 
emburg, on account of the Nazi invasion of these lands. 
The Fascist authorities object because the daily “is 
taking a line at variance with that of the Italian press 
and since its circulation is chiefly in Italy, this is causing 
embarrassment to the government.” Because the secular 
press dares to print nothing but the “boiler-plate” news 
releases of Mussolini, the source of the displeasure is 
obvious, and is likely to go further, especially since the 
Fascist pressure on Osservatore Romano is being re- 
sisted. In fact, Fascist groups watch the newsstands, 
and snatch the offending paper from the hands of those 
found reading its columns. Student bands, with the 
most approved hi-jacking technique, periodically raid 
the newsstands to seize available copies of each issue. 
Another gesture of growing defiance was Mussolini’s 
formal and staged approval (May 14) of the works of 
a pro-Fascist author, whose writings are on the Vatican’s 
list of prohibited books. A cause must be intrinsically 
weak that will not allow criticism, especially that based . 
on morality and justice. 


Religious-minded Motorists could do worse than plan 
a week’s jaunt this summer through the former “fever 
belt” of religious emotionalism which once ran across 
New York State. Perhaps as good a place as any to 
begin would be Mount Lebanon, twenty-five miles from 
Albany, where “Mother” Ann Lee, who proclaimed her- 
self as “the female Christ,” began her bizarre com- 
munistic, celibate settlement in 1780. This group, which 
came to be known as “the Shakers” because of certain 
violent physical demonstrations of their religion, long 
since has shrunk to a few persons who hold an interest 
in the remaining buildings of the sect, and sell novelties 
to the visiting tourists. However, during the early 
1800’s their missionaries infected the Middle West with 
their violent demonstrations to such an extent that the 
Methodist and Baptist revival programs were quite sub- 
merged, and Peter Cartwright, Methodism’s apostle of 
that day and region, was constrained to denounce the 
“hellish invasion” of the Shakers. Within easy reach of 
Mount Lebanon may be found many other burnt-out 
spots of religious emotionalism and the all-but-forgotten 
remains and ruins of crazes that once claimed and en- 
forced divine power over the credulous. Here, too, may 
be found the starting place of Mormonism; the “Per- 
fectionist Community” .at Oneida that promised “an 
ideal human race,” but has ended in the production of 
silver-plated tableware; the mecca of Spiritualism at 
Hydesville, whose headquarters are now at Lily Dale. 
Such a tour, conducted intelligently, should make sanely 
devout motorists gladder than ever for the abiding rich- 
ness of their orthodox faith. 


Peace 


“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you. Not as the world giveth, give I unto you, Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 


fearful.”—John 14: 27. 


A BLIND man regaining his sight reports his greatest 
disillusionment. He had always pictured the faces of 
men as peaceful. Instead, his new-found eyes looked 
upon faces distorted by trouble and lined by worry. 
Have we been dreaming the dreams of the blind in our 
belief in the essential peacefulness of the hearts of men? 
Was Jesus deluded when He bequeathed to His dis- 
ciples an inheritance of peace? Are we today awaking 
from the effects of an opiate of trust and love and peace 
to discover that Jesus was wrong? 

What was this peace that was uniquely Christ’s? 
What did He mean to give us in His farewell? We must 
know what the peace of Christ is before we can know 
whether we may claim it in this era of chaos and 
tragedy. 

An Inner Peace 


In the very beginning we must agree with the critics 
of Christianity that the peace of Christ is an inner 
peace. To a degree, at least, the prophets of communism 
are right in calling Christianity “the opiate of the peo- 
ple.” Let us not be afraid of the admission. Let us re- 
member what opiates have done for human pain. There 
is soothing, quieting power in the gospel of Christ. This 
power is not like the opiate, a power to deaden sensitive- 
ness to the world about us: it is a real release from 
worry and anxiety that Christ has given us. 

Grace is the source of this peace within, the gift of 
God that has found forgiveness for every sinning soul. 
The hearts of men made wrong with God by stubborn 
sinfulness are made right with God by the sacrifice of 
Christ. There can be no peace in any man’s face unless 
there is freedom from fear within. When a man is sure 
that he is forgiven he can face a troubled world un- 
afraid. 

Those who know most about men’s bodies will agree 
with those who preach the gospel of peace for men’s 
souls. The late Dr. Osler used to say to his patients, 
“Be unperturbed at all costs.” The untroubled soul was 
the only assurance of a healthy, wholesome life. Billy 
Muldoon, the famous trainer, said, “Men do not die of 
disease but of inner combustion.” Yes, it is the anarchy, 
the struggle, the anxiety that burn within a man’s heart 
that are his most subtle enemies. 

A little known English poet has written: 


“Seek no more abroad, say I, 

House and home, but turn thine eye 
Inward and observe thy breast— 
There alone dwells solid rest. 

Say not this house is small 

Girt up in narrow wall; 


bd tied president’s sermon at the opening of the Maryland Synod, May 
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AMOS J. TRAVER, D.D. 
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Our Lord’s Unworldly Gift Stressed 
in Synod Sermon 


By A. J. TrAver, D.D. 


In a cleanly, sober mind 
Heaven itself full room doth find, 
There content takes its abode 
With thyself and with thy God. 
There in this sweet privacy 
Mays’t thou with thyself agree 
And keep thy house in peace—though 
All the universe’s fabric fall.” 
—Quoted by James Gordon Gilkey. 


A Patient Peace 


The peace of Christ is a patient peace. It is founded 
upon a perfect assurance of God. It cannot be shaken 
by the circumstances of life. Not even world situations 
as full of menace as those of 1940 can send this peace 
into panic. The man of God accepts his share of the 
responsibility for building a better world. He does all 
he can, but that which he cannot do he leaves to God. 
Christ went to the cross undefeated. He knew the 
Providence that overshadowed Him. Peace comes to 
the heart that can say with Abt Volger, “The rest may 
reason and welcome, but I know.” 

We do not trust in a God of time, but a God of 
eternity. With Queen Wilhelmina exiled and her nation 
devastated, we must believe that right and justice will 
somehow win. We see the conflict in Europe with the 
eyes of a generation, or of a century. The historian looks 
back on two thousand years of dreadful conflict. God 
sees Europe with timeless eyes moving on to a destiny 
He has established. 

In the Bryan era a Maine woodsman guided a party 
on a summer vacation. One night as they sat around 
the campfire under the stars, one of the men, an astron- 
omer, began to talk about the stars in the terms of the 
measureless distances and light years. The woodsman 
listened, lost in the eternal spaces. Then the geologist 
of the party began to speak about the rocks and ages, 
talking of a million years as easily as one might speak 
of the hours and a day. Now the woodsman, being from 
rock-ribbed Republican Maine, had been much worried 
about the rise to power of William Jennings Bryan. It 
was the summer of the election year and he had been 
deeply concerned about the possibility of Mr. Bryan’s 
winning the presidency. But after the astronomer and 
the geologist had finished their conversation the woods- 
man heaved a great sigh of relief and said to the aston- 
ishment of all, “Well, I guess it won’t make so much 
difference even if Bryan should be elected!” 

Peace comes to the believer in God who looks out 
upon the world against the background of eternity. It 
was this peace that Christ possessed in spite of the dark 
shadow of a cross that never left His pathway through 
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Palestine. Dr. Gilkey quoted a few verses in an address 
last winter about a little boy’s fears at night. 


“The apples falling from our tree 
Make such a heavy bump at night, 
I always am surprised to see 
They are so little, when it’s light. 


“And all the dark just sings and sings 

So loud! I cannot see at all 
How frogs and crickets and such things 
' That make the noise, can be so small. 


“Then my own room looks bigger too— 
Corners so dark and far away, 

I wonder if things really do 
Grow up at night, and shrink by day.” 


We are children in the night in these times. Christ 
offers us the assurance that the day will come. In this 
assurance lies our peace. The peace of Christ can afford 
to wait. God will not forget. 


A Potent Peace 


The Christ Who offers His peace to us also prayed 
that His disciples might remain in the world, apostles 
of His peace to confused and fearful men. His was no 
monastic peace, found in a cell whose walls would shut 
out the noise of conflict. The peace of Christ is a pow- 
erful peace, a positive, not a negative, force in human 
society. 

There is no more powerful thing in the world today 
than the peace that Christ gives. This peace cannot be 
won by hate or violence. Balances of power upset with 
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almost calculable regularity. “Behold how these Chris- 
tians love one another,” was the grudging tribute of an 
age of arms. Christ laid His whole dependence on love. 
He turned His back upon legions of angels with their 
drawn swords. He made no sly alliances with the powers 
of His world, no diplomatic engagements with emperors 
and governors. He staked His all upon the power of 
forgiving love. 

In these times we should shun hate as a deadly pes- 
tilence. To allow our faith in the way of Christ to be 
shaken is to take our place on the side of the men who 
swung hammers over the cross of Christ. Love is still 
the greatest power in the world. Force of arms may 
win grudging admiration, the capitulation of proud na- 
tions, obedience with slavish carefulness, but in the end, 
no permanent victory will ever be won that is not won 
by love. 

Frank Boreham tells of a city that built a beautiful 
stream through its borders. It was a delight to all until 
a water weed began to grow in its channel. Soon the 
stream was filled from bank to bank. Every method 
was tried to rid the stream of the weeds. They were 
torn out by the roots, poisoned, and cut down. But soon 
they grew back. Then someone thought of planting 
willows along the banks of the stream. The roots reached 
down through the ground under the bed of the stream 
until they took from the weeds the nutrients needed for 
growth. So the stream was cleared. We must plant 
along the stream of life today the love of Christ. His 
forgiving, patient love. Nothing else will rid the stream 
of confusion and conflict. If the way of Christ will not 
work in 1940, then indeed is our case hopeless. Will we 
commit ourselves to Christ’s way of peace? 


Hospitality Appreciated 


Indiana Synod’s Convention at Columbia City Enjoyable and Profitable 
By R. H. Bentinc, D.D. 


THE ninety-third annual convention of the Indiana 
Synod was opened with the Order for Public Confession 
and the Holy Communion, Monday evening, May 13. 
The clerical members of the Executive Committee ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper. The sermon was delivered 
by Homer E. Turney, D.D., president of the synod. 
Text: Acts 10: 42-44. The subject: “The Ministry of the 
Word and the Spirit.” Dr. Turney emphasized partic- 
ularly the fact that “while Peter was using words, the 
Holy Ghost came upon them that heard the words with 
sincerely receptive hearts and appropriated the words 
spoken by the apostle.” 


Columbia City 
Grace Church, the Rev. J. S. Hoenstine pastor, enter- 
tained synod on the Harvard Plan. They proved to be 
genial and liberal hosts. The congregation has the dis- 
tinction of being the birthplace of the former Northern 
Indiana Synod. The city is the county seat of Whitley 
County. At the several pre-session devotional services 


the Rev. Arthur H. Abplanalp and the Rev. W. E. Weber 


were liturgists, and the Rev. W. E. Allen delivered a 
series of sermonettes on the general theme, “With Our 


Master,” dwelling especially on “Joy with Our Master— 
Face to Face with Our Master—Sufficiency with Our 
Master—Growth with Our Master.” Large attendances 
greeted this official chaplain of synod. 

Joseph Sittler, D.D., president of the Synod of Ohio, 
appeared as the special representative for the U. L. C. A. 
He presented the causes of the Church in a uniquely 
effective manner. He was heard with unusual alertness. 
His message left a pleasant reaction. Brief addresses in 
the form of greetings and reports were brought by of- 
ficial representatives of the faculties of Wittenberg Col- 
lege, Hamma Divinity School, the Chicago Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, and by delegated spokesmen for 
Mulberry Home, Oesterlen Home, and several institu- 
tions affiliating in the general scope of the Church’s 
program. One hour was set apart for Martin Schroeder, 
D.D., representative of the Board of American Missions, 
on “Survey of Rural Work.” 


$ $ $ $, Meaning Money 
Synod voted $1,000 to Mulberry Home, to be applied 
on the mortgage indebtedness. An additional $1,000 was 
set apart in a special contingent fund, with the stipula- 
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tion that the executive committee of the synod appro- 
priate the same for any special or emergency cause, for 
benevolence, charity or relief, as the U. L. C. A. might 
deem urgent and approve as a special cause. In another 
action synod voted to match the Board of Education of 
the U. L. C. A. “dollar for dollar” in the planned estab- 
lishment of a special student headquarters at or near 
the campus of Purdue University, where our Church 
has 432 Lutheran students, of whom 250 are directly 
affiliated with U. L. C. A. congregations. Balance on 
hand after making the above appropriations permitted 
synod to show a token of their appreciation of the ex- 
cellent record of service of her president by granting 
him a substantial increase in salary, effective as of May 
1, 1940. 

Benevolence receipts exceeded receipts for the pre- 
vious year by 11 per cent, with approximately 62 per 
cent of the apportionment paid; and contributions for 
special causes added another 13 per cent to the 62 per 
cent—but the latter amount is not marked for credit 
on regular apportionments. Two congregations overpaid 
and nine paid the full amount of the regular apportion- 
ments. 

The capable statistician, the Rev. Frank C. Hurst, 
made his report so clear that official notice was served 
to the effect that “either a per cent of the reporting on 
communing members is undependable reporting, or 
there must be zealous effort on the part of some to 
make their receipts per capita to appear more excellent.” 
Synod voted to increase the net gain in communing 
membership by a minimum of 10 per cent, and to strive 
in the direction of 100 per cent payment of the appor- 
tionment. Recommendations favoring the raising of ad- 
ditional sums for 1941 for Wittenberg College and the 
Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary were unan- 
imously adopted. The budget for the U. L. C. A. por- 
tion of apportionment was adopted. The total budget 
adopted averages $5.00 per communicant member for 
the year. 

Elections 

A. H. Keck, D.D., was elected vice-president; the Rev. 
G. Charles Goering, secretary; Mr. John F. Holaday, 
treasurer. 

Delegates to the Omaha Convention of the U. L. C. A. 
were elected as follows: Clerical: Dr. Turney (ex 
officio), Dr. Keck, the Rev. G. C. Goering, the Rev. 
W. E. Allen, Paul H. Krauss, D.D., the Rev. F. M. Hanes, 
and Prof. H. G. Davis, D.D. Lay delegates: W. O. 
Fiedler, Logansport; John F. Holaday, Richmond; Otto 
K. Jensen, Cicero; A. F. Sittloh, Richmond; G. A. 
Fisher, Sc.D., Indianapolis; Fred Niemeyer, Fort Wayne; 
and Dr. C. C. Donelsen, Indianapolis. 

The Rev. John S. Albert was elected to the Home 
Mission Board; the Rev. L. T. Riley and Mr. M. L. 
Zerkel to the Board of Ministerial Education; the Rev. 
J. S. Hoenstine to the Summer School Board; the Rev. 
Arthur L. Mahr and Mr. L. C. Mattern to the Board of 
Directors of Wittenberg College; the Rev. W. E. Allen 
and Miss Ida Bartel to the Oesterlen Home Board; and 
Mr. J. P. Lantz to the Board of Mulberry Home. Mr. 
W. O. Fiedler and Mr. W. H. Plogsterth were elected lay 
members of the executive committee, and the Rev. F. M. 
Hanes was elected to continue as editor of The Syn- 
odical Bulletin. 

Promoted 
to the Church Triumphant, November 12, 1939, Mr. 
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John W. Guard, a member of St. Luke’s, Logansport. 
Interested in the whole Church, Mr. Guard was fre- 
quently elected a representative to synodical and gen- 
eral conventions and served on college, benevolent and 
charitable boards, in church and state; he also gave 
liberally of his means at all times, and in the last two 
years lavishly donated personal services and cash for 
the improvement of the grounds at Mulberry Home. 


“Missions Photographed” 

The minutes of this synod show the history of the 
synodical missions in a sort of “snapshot” portrayal as 
to numerical growth, total appropriations from the 
synod and the general board as well as totals contributed 
year by year by the mission churches during the past 
five years. This table has supplanted the usual gen- 
eralizations concerning “outlook for the future” and 
similar vague but meaningless reports of some of the 
previous annual reports. It is understood that such 
“photographs” of our missions will be forthcoming once 
every five years hereafter—in order to keep an easily 
accessible permanent record of the missions in Indiana. 
Two mission churches became self-supporting during the 
year. 

Schroeder Did It! 

This official correspondent (singing his swan song) 
must report that his repeatedly appearing challenge, 
that Dr. Schroeder and men similarly interested in the 
theory of rural surveys return to the Church with 
tangible evidence of the necessity and the practicability 


‘of their theories, has been fully met. Dr. Schroeder 


appeared with charts, graphs, facts and figures, and 
eloquently set before synod the scope, the urgency, the 
potentialities and also the possibilities lying within the 
term ‘Rural Parish Survey.” Synod sat spellbound. 
City pastors leaned forward to grasp every word and 
every figure presented in a scientific way. Rural pas- 
tors were highly elated. Nothing claimed our attention 
more consistently than this splendid presentation. This 
writer would praise those who have set themselves to 
advertise this difficult task—in certain circles still much 
of a “thankless task.” The facts are before us. May our 
whole Church soon take appropriate action. 


“Rasmussen and Fry” 

were the names most frequently heard after synod 
listened. to Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., Washington, D. C., 
at the fellowship banquet on the subject, “The Immor- 
tality of the Soul,” and Franklin Clark Fry, D.D., of 
Akron, Ohio, who held us spellbound and in the hollow 
of his hand at the closing service when he spoke on 
“Evangelism.” Many could speak on the two topics, but 
these two men captivated our hearts and scattered bene- 
dictions as they brought to life the words of topics that 
are presumed to be “shopworn.” 

The next convention will be held at First Church, 
Indianapolis, the Rev. Arthur L. Mahr pastor, in May 
1941. The writer’s successor made responsible for the 
official reporting for the column “In Indiana” is a splen- 
did pastor, a scholarly preacher, and a personal friend— 
and this writer hopes that the readers of “In Indiana” 
may discover him to be equally an interesting writer 
of the news as it is digested and presented by him in 
future issues of our weekly. All communications should 
be addressed to him as follows: the Rev. G. Ernest 
Mullendore, Cicero, Indiana. 
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Illinois Churches 


One Hundred Eighty-three Delegates Give Careful 
Attention to Reports and Plans 


By J. Allen Leas, D.D. 


Tue Rev. J. Bannen Swope and Trinity congregation 
of Chicago Heights, Ill., had their hands and homes full 
while entertaining 183 delegates to the twenty-first con- 
vention of the Illinois Synod. The synod, according to 
its own estimate, no longer a negligible quantity either 
in numbers or achievements, got off to a good start; 
one that made the headlines in the metropolitan papers. 
Some of these papers agree with President Armin G. 
Weng that an ambassador to the Vatican is not at all 
essential and that human conscience should be consulted 
in matters of international strife. Dr. Henry P. Schaeffer 
is to enlighten the church on matters of interest to the 
conscientious objector. If the delegates to Omaha will 
study their lesson, they may be able to vote with whole- 
some discrimination on the subject mentioned. 

Synod is getting restive under the Pension Plan; or 
is it the lack of a plan? Under threat of a synodical 
plan, some are urging early action by the whole Church. 
A contributory plan on the actuarial basis seems to 
hold the front rank of discussion. One thing all agreed 
upon was the need of early action. 


Busy Days 

There was no end of activity in the synod, and some- 
thing was happening every minute of the convention. 
The examination and ordination of candidates, which 
once was the supreme business of a synod, passed with- 
out comment. The fine and beautiful sermons by the 
Rev. William Boatman were enjoyed without remark; 
Dr. Bagger was listened to, questioned and intellectually 
pushed around, just as a matter of course, and he seemed 
to enjoy it. Dr. J. M. Bramkamp, the veteran par- 
liamentarian, with his Rules of Order, was frequently 
consulted and heard with satisfaction. 

The piece de resistance, namely, the seminary merger, 
received no comment and in less time than it takes to 
tell it, was unanimously adopted. Query: Who wants to 
merge? Dr. Buch of the Wartburg Synod frankly con- 
fessed that his synod is not at this time seeking a nuptial 
with the Illinois Synod, whereupon the synod settled 
down to watchful waiting. Dr. John I. Meck told of the 
glories of the Synod of the Northwest. They must have 
a live group in that region. Old timers remember the 
days of Frick and Trabert, Gerberding and Ramsey, 
Gebhart and Kuhns, Beates and Zuber, and some others. 


Son Ordained 

Lest we forget, we should mention that the Rev. J. 
Bannen Swope is celebrating the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of his pastorate in Chicago Heights. He was also 
highly pleased to have the honor of preaching the or- 
dination sermon for his son, one of a fine group of four. 
The following brethren, graduates of the Chicago Sem- 
inary, were ordained and will labor in fields as follows: 
the Rev. Charles R. Irwin, Board of American Missions; 
the Rev. Carl R. Ludwigson, Nachusa, IIl.; the Rev. 
Clarence Warful, Kansas City, assistant pastor; the Rev. 
Bannen Yeager Swope, Sedgwickville, Mo. 

Other clerical members entering synod are: the Rev. 
Otto Bremer, Wheaton; the Rev. John W. Gable, Grace 
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Church, Richmond; the Rev. D. E. Bosserman, Augs- 
burg Church, Chicago; the Rev. Herman Wennermark, 
De Soto, Ill.; and the Rev. Harmon McGuire, Elgin, II. 
The sad note of the synod was sounded by the Rev. 
A. M. Sappenfield who for years has been the necrol- 
ogist. Services were held in commemoration of the fol- 
lowing brethren who were translated during the past 
year: the Revs. H. D. Whitteker, Charles R. Dunlap, 
A. C. Anda, B. F. Grenoble, D.D., and Mr. Paulus List. 

Greetings were exchanged with the following synods: 
Kentucky-Tennessee, Indiana, Michigan and Pacific. 
Personal greetings were received from Dr. F. W. Otter- 
bein, who is now rapidly improving from a serious ill- 
ness, and synod lovingly remembered him in prayer. 
The Chicago Seminary reported that they have now 
left the old General Council and are going strictly under 
synodical control. Plans are continued for the financial 
campaign to begin as soon as the agent says the word. 

Leading in devotions were: Pastors Emerson Miller, 
William J. Boldt, Edward Hummon, Leland C. Ogan 
and Harmon McGuire. “The Children of the Church” 
as a department was represented by Miss Charlotte 
Rust, state secretary; Mr. Gerald Powers spoke for the 
Luther League. Dr. C. K. Lippard brought greetings 
from Japan and Mrs. H. S. Bechtolt spoke for the 
Women’s Missionary Society. 

There are fifteen missions under the control of the 
synod and the American Board. It was announced that 
the Rev. P. J. Gerberding will now be wholly under the 
direction of the American Board. A dozen students were 
aided by the synod at a cost of $1,557.10. The total benev- 
olence was $134,779 and the gross expenditure of the 
synod was $757,588. It would thus appear that more 
than 17 per cent of the total expenditure was for 
benevolence. 

Elections 

The secretary, treasurer and statistician were re- 
elected. 

Board members were elected as follows: Home Mis- 
sions: C. G. Swanson, A. W. Larson, the Rev. William 
J. Boatman, the Rev. F. F. Mueller, Ph.D., Rev. W. A. 
Kiser, Dr. R. Kaufmann. Chicago Seminary: C. W. 
Howe. Carthage College: Dr. T. B. Uber, George Schulz 
and A. C. Roth. Nachusa Orphanage: the Rev. C. D. 
Kammeyer, Dr. G. P. Lottich, Walter Pfaff and L. W. 
Woltmann. 

Delegates to the Omaha Convention were elected as 
follows: Dr. C. E. Paulus, Dr. J. Allen Leas, Dr. Charles 
L. Venable, the Rev. Wm, A. Kiser, Dr. John M. Bram- 
kamp, the Rev. Carl Kammeyer, the Rev. J. E. Dale, 
the Rev. Ray O. Zumstein, the Rev. Charles Landwere, 
the Rev. Paul Bollman, the Rev. C. S. Powell (deceased 
on return from synod), Dr. A. G. Weng. Lay delegates: 
E. H. List, Carl Schulz, R. E. Dokmo, C. G. Swanson, 
C. W. Howe, Roy Fosberg, Jasper Berhenke, John W. 
Frye, Adam Ruger, V. Rehnquist, Albert Nicholas and 
E. F. Konering. 

Clerical alternates: Dr. E. L. Spaid, the Rev. Millard 
Stiles, Dr. G. P. Lottich, the Rev. P. J. Gerberding, the 
Rev. Kenneth Hurst, the Rev. Robert Daube, the Rev. 
Luther Mueller, the Rev. M. D. Kilver, Dr. R. G. Schulz, 
the Rev. Roland G. Riechmann and Dr. F. F. Mueller. 
Lay alternates: B. C. H. Olson, Wm. Jackle, Charles 
Gorham, Ted Weiskotten, Basil Colbert, J. A. Hanson, 
Wm. Long, C. I. Fleming, Selby Nelson, George Heilig, 
Clarence M. Turley. 


10 


THE LUTHERAN 


ey Year of Hubilee 


Northwest Synod’s Convention Notable for Progress and Plans 


By Garrett F. GENSZLER 


Tue Jubilee Year of the Northwest Synod began of- 
ficially May 7, when the synod met for its fiftieth annual 
convention at Our Saviour’s Church, Fond Du Lac, Wis., 
the Rev. B. J. Stecker pastor. In commenting upon 
synod’s jubilee R. H. Gerberding, D.D., president, issued 
the following preliminary statement “We are entering 
upon a year of great significance to the synod and to all 
Lutheranism. The fifty years of the life of the English 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest have been 
infinitely more than the passage of time. They have 
witnessed great changes, but they have also brought 
into and saved in the Church of the Ages innumerable 
souls. The growth and record of the synod not only in- 
dicate the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ upon us, but 
they have also been an influence for good upon all 
Lutheranism. We must celebrate our first half century, 
and we must also use it as an occasion for self-ex- 
amination.” 

The efficient pastor and his fine co-operating congre- 
gation were bountiful hosts to the convention in their 
beautiful new church. The City of Fond Du Lac wel- 
comed the convention by sending their mayor to bring 
greetings to the first day’s session, granting courtesy 
cards to all car owners. Delicious meals were served by 
the ladies’ organizations of the church. This was the 
best attended convention in the history of the synod. 

The convention opened with a solemn Communion 
Service, W. F. Bacher, D.D., secretary, conducted the 
Confessional Service. The presidents of conferences ad- 
ministered the sacrament: the Rev. J. I. Meck of Racine, 
Wisconsin Conference; the Rev. Carl Bartsch of Minne- 
apolis, Central Conference; and the Rev. Goodwin T. 
Olson of Great Falls, Mont., Western Conference. Pres- 
ident Gerberding preached the sermon, using as a text 
the motto of the official seal of synod, “Behold I have 
set before thee an open door.” 


Sister Synods’ Greetings 
Greetings were brought to synod by the Rev. Dr. 


A. G. Weng, president of the Illinois Synod; the Rev. A. - 


Neuman, representing the Wartburg Synod; and the 
Rev. Dr. R. G. Schulz, president of Carthage College. 

Synod received into its membership Bethany Church, 
Wisconsin Dells, organized by the Rev. D. L. Shellhardt 
October 8, 1939. The Rev. John E. Shannon is pastor. 
Pastors received were Edwin Moll, D.D., general sec- 
retary of the Board of Foreign Missions; the Rev. C. A. 
Puls, Luther Memorial Church, Madison, Wis.; the Rev. 
Lloyd Jacobsen of St. Paul, Minn.; and the Rev. Harvey 
C. Seebach. 

Received for ordination Thursday evening were Mr. 
Marvin O. Lee, called to Hope Church, Minneapolis, 
Minn., and Mr. Arthur B. Midland, called as assistant 
pastor of Redeemer Church, Milwaukee, Wis. Other 
graduates of Northwestern Seminary recommended for 
ordination upon receipt of a call: Lance S. Staley, 
George W. Genszler, Paul L. Graf, Victor Gruhn, Ray- 
mond E. Johnson, Rollin W. Tomeraasen, Frank Wagner. 


Synod authorized the purchase of the Pillsbury Man- 
sion to be the new home of Northwestern Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Minneapolis. This purchase 
will cost synod $25,000. This fine building, located in 
the central part of the city, will be ready for occupancy 
this fall. 

Synod was fortunate in having the Rev. Dr. F. H. 
Knubel, D.D., president of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, to present the program of the boards and 
agencies of the U. L. C. A. His part in the Laymen’s 
Rally Wednesday evening proved the high point of the 
convention. His address entitled, “The U. L. C. A. 
Member and Lutheran World Affairs,” was broadcast 
over the Wisconsin Broadcasting System supplying over 
seven stations in the state. More than 700 persons 
crowded the church auditorium and almost filled the 
basement, where a public address system was used. The 
Rev. Gottfried Kempf of Golgotha Church, Milwaukee, 
was in charge of the meeting. Massed choirs of churches 
of the surrounding territory under the direction of the 
Rev. C. B. Lund, Elkhorn, Wis., sang two anthems, “O 
Morning Star,” by Elmer Hanke of Carthage College, 
and “A Motet for Pentecost,’ by the Rev. C. B. Lund. 


A Period of Trial 

Dr. Knubel was introduced to the gathering by Pres- 
ident Gerberding. He began his address by stating that 
no Christian Church has suffered so much as our Lu- 
theran Church in the world. In a splendid appeal he 
showed how we have a responsibility, not to plunge 
ourselves into that maelstrom of war but to come to the 
rescue of the suffering. Dwelling on the word “respon- 
sibility” he showed that when we recognize this, we are 
set free from ourselves and from fear. Then, too, we 
find that we have a destiny. American Lutherans have 
the destiny of uniting the Lutherans of the world, and 
this brings a unity in our own lives, and then finally 
we have a will to do with joy. 

The following were chosen to be delegates to the next 
convention of the United Lutheran Church in America: 
the Rev. Dr. J. H. Dressler, the Rev. J. I. Meck, the Rev. 
Dr. P. H. Roth, the Rev. B. J. Stecker, the Rev. Dr. 
A. A. Zinck, the Rev. G. B. McCreary, the Rev. Carl H. 
Bartsch, the Rev. F. O. Broesicke. Lay delegates: Dr. 
L. V. Downing, Minneapolis; B. F. Cornelius, Oshkosh, 
Wis.; C. A. Gottschalk, Racine, Wis.; Harold Graham, 
Racine; J. K. Jensen, Janesville, Wis.; J. W. Jouno, 
Milwaukee; Fred C. Muller, Minneapolis; Harold G. 
Olson, Milwaukee; Norton J. Williams, Neenah, Wis. 

Stewardship Committee: the Rev. Glenn Cloninger, 
Billings, Mont.; the Rev. Dr. P. H. Roth, Minneapolis; 
the Rev. Charles Miley, West Allis, Wis.; Dr. L. V. 
Downing, Minneapolis; J. K. Jensen, Janesville; the 
Rev. Webster H. Clement, Great Falls, Mont. 

The Rev. Dr. C. K. Lippard, missionary to Japan, 
addressed the convention Tuesday evening telling of 
the conditions in that country and stressing the need 
for more missionaries. 


June 5, 1940 
Actions Taken by Synod 

In reply to a petition of the Central Conference of 
synod another synodical missionary will be employed 
to work mainly on its territory. 

Synod will memorialize the U. L. C. A. in convention 
at Omaha this fall to clarify The Children of the Church 
as to its sponsoring body. 

Synod refused the matter of recall as recommended 
by the U. L. C. A. at its last convention. 

Synod adopted a budget of over $80,000. 

The twentieth anniversary of P. H. Roth, D.D., as a 
professor of Northwestern Seminary was recognized and 
a purse given him in appreciation. 

Under resolutions synod protested President Roose- 
velt’s appointment of an ambassador without portfolio 
to the Vatican, and condemned all efforts in our land to 
arouse racial and religious hatreds. 


ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER 


Pacific Synod Congregations Have Fortieth Anniver- 
sary Convention at Camas, Washington 


By Paul L. Kunzman 


Tue fortieth annual convention of the Pacific Synod 
was held May 13-16 in Zion Church, the Rev. L. C. 
Weitzenkamp pastor, Camas, Wash. The city of Camas 
is located on the Columbia River, thirteen miles east of 
Vancouver, Wash., and twenty miles from Portland, 
Ore. It is now noteworthy for two reasons, namely, that 
a beautiful new church, built largely by volunteer labor 
under the direction of the pastor, now houses a rapidly 
growing congregation, and that the payroll for the city 
is furnished by the largest paper mill in the world. 

Following the formal opening of the convention by 
President J. L. Sawyer and the opening service con- 
ducted by Chaplain E. A. Vosseler, the Rev. Dr. F. C. 
Wiegman, president of Midland College, addressed the 
assemblage on the subject, “The Church College Helps 
Plant the Church.” So ably did he demonstrate his point 
that synod was constrained to include Midland College 
among its apportioned beneficiaries and elected the Rev. 
E. A. Vosseler representative on its Board of Directors. 
- Tuesday morning President Sawyer preached the con- 
vention sermon on “The Power of the Church.” He 
maintained that we do not need another Pentecost, but 
do need to recapture the Spirit of the first Pentecost; 
that the power of the Church does not lie in its liturgy, 
but in the Spirit of Christ permeating believers. Nor 
does it lie in the organized life but in the power for 
witnessing that should be a part of the life of each 
Christian. He emphasized the fact that the real power 
of the Church was to be found in that it is a divine 
institution; has a divine program; has a divine power, 
namely, the Holy Spirit; and works in and through the 
hearts and lives of dedicated believers. 

The Rev. L. Ludwig, president of the Northwest Dis- 
trict of the American Lutheran Church, brought greet- 
ings and expressed appreciation of synod’s support of 
the joint student work at Oregon State College at Cor- 
vallis, Ore., and of the joint conferences held at Seattle 
and Portland between the pastors of our two bodies and 
hoped for their continuation. 

Statistician T. A. Jansen reported a total benevolence 
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of $10,452, a confirmed membership of 4,591 (gain of 
169), and a communing membership of 2,538 (gain of 
74). The total value of property held by congregations 
was set at $423,000. Treasurer Marvin C. Johnson re- 
ported that six congregations have paid the apportion- 
ment in full, two in excess, and several others nearly in 
full. The apportionment was $5,959, and 87 per cent was 
paid. He and Pastor Jansen were re-elected. 


Additions to Membership 
Two pastors were received into synodical membership 


.—the Rev. Paul C. Wharton, now pastor of St. Paul’s, 


Spokane, Wash., from the Nebraska Synod, and the Rev. 
Julius S. Neff, pastor of Redeemer Church, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, from the Synod of Canada. A newly 
organized congregation at Renton, Wash., applied for 
admission into synod and Mr. Sven Ritesund, the pastor, 
a graduate of Northwestern Theological Seminary, asked 
for ordination. Both applications were referred to the 
Executive Committee with power to act ad interim. 

Mr. Arthur P. Black, executive secretary of the Lu- 
theran Layman’s Movement for Stewardship, was 
warmly welcomed as the official representative of the 
U. L. C. A. He presented the “Calendar of Causes,” 
described fully the program for stewardship, and ad- 
dressed the assembled synodical Brotherhood on “The 
Brotherhood Coming Into Its Own” at the fine banquet 
prepared by the ladies of Zion Church in their com- 
modious social room, and privately counseled with a 
number of interested pastors and laymen. Mr. K. T. 
Myklebust, Longview, Wash., the newly elected pres- 
ident of the Brotherhood, presided during the banquet 
hour and asked for brief greetings from his vice-pres- 
idents, Mr. Ralph Luedtke, of St. Paul’s, Vancouver, 
Wash., and Mr. George Rohrer of Central, Seattle. Dr. 
Arthur M. Knudsen, secretary of the Board of American 
Missions, a member of synod, addressed the assemblage 
Wednesday evening on “The Man Instead.” 


Training for Ministers 

The future of the Pacific Theological Seminary occa- 
sioned considerable discussion. The Board of Directors 
desire to conserve the property, but the improvement 
assessments and taxes must be paid. It was resolved to 
add twenty cents per member to the amount to be ap- 
portioned in 1941 for the benefit of the institution. As 
information, a resolution from the Seattle Pastoral As- 
sociation, composed of pastors of the general bodies 
working on the coast, was presented. It asks for the 
appointment of a committee on the part of both the 
directors of the seminary and Parkland College (N. L. 
C. A.), “to study the educational needs of the Pacific 
Coast and to advise with the educational authorities of 
the different synods represented for the purpose of 
securing to this vast and important territory the same 
educational facilities possessed by those bodies in the 
east where our Church is more strongly represented.” 
An additional twenty-five cents per member is also to 
be apportioned for use of the Mission Committee for 
sustentation and new work. 

The Rev. Walter I. Eck was again unanimously re- 
elected secretary. Delegates to the Omaha Convention 
are: the Rev. J. L. Sawyer, president; the Rev. Dr. Frank 
S. Beistel, the Rev. Edwin Bracher, Mr. K. T. Mykle- 
bust of Longview, Mr. L. H. Jessen of Eugene and Mr. 
Marvin C. Johnson of Vancouver, Wash. 
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EACH HAS A MEANING 


In the discussion of marriage which appears on page 
three of this issue, it was important to state that mar- 
riage is not a sacrament, but a contract—a covenant, if 
one prefers a more solemn title for an agreement be- 
tween or among persons. A writer who accepts Roman 
Catholic definitions would not endorse the Lutheran 
distinction: he would list marriage as one of seven 
rites; namely, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, ordination, 
confirmation, penance, marriage and extreme unction. 
Secular writers often use the word inaccurately by 
applying it to something which they deem sacred. They 
have taken the derivation of the word from the Latin 
Sacramentum as the way to its interpretation. 

One modern Lutheran definition of sacrament reads: 
“Tt is an action appointed by Christ, in which the gen- 
eral promise concerning the forgiveness of sins for 
Christ’s sake is applied and sealed to an individual in 
the use of an external element.” A shorter definition is 
often used, as follows: “A sacrament is an action in- 
stituted by Christ, in which under the form of an earthly 
element a heavenly gift is conferred.” 

The two sacraments recognized as such by us Lu- 
therans and by nearly all Protestant denominations are 
recorded in the New Testament as having been author- 
ized by our Lord and practised by the Church since 
the day of Pentecost. These are baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. The addition of other rites until a total of 
seven was in general use at the time of the Reformation, 
kept pace with the extension of church authority, the 
growth of superstitions and the commercializing of the 
practices of devotion. To Luther and his contemporaries 
fell the task of removing layer after layer of traditions, 
misuses and abuses until the actual institutions of our 
Lord were restored. 

The qualifications of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
are beyond those possessed by the other five rites which 
are named as sacraments by the Roman Catholic 
Church. In both of them institution by Christ, an earthly 
element (bread, wine, and water), a heavenly gift, and 
individual application occur. The other five are each 
lacking in one or more of the qualifications possessed 
by the two we recognize and practise. Hence they are 
excluded from the rating of sacraments. Extreme 
unction is entirely excluded. 

Because the sacraments are so constituted by our 
Lord as to convey gifts to us, certain limitations result 
to which the administrators of them give heed. The 
form of institution for each has been scrupulously re- 
tained by the Church; that is, the words are heeded 
which our Lord directed administrators to use, the 
earthly elements He commanded are employed and the 
Biblical conditions of “fitness” to receive which were 
prescribed, are regarded. The Church is sometimes 
charged with “close communion” with reference to par- 
ticipation in the Lord’s Supper, because of its refusal 
to lend the sacrament to demonstrations of fellowship 
or to indicate what things are held in common among 
Christians. As long as conditions for receiving the sac- 
rament of the altar are not importations from some eccle- 
siastical source, but ae such as the Apostle Paul found 
it necessary to prescribe, the Lord’s Supper is properly 
limited to those who repent of their sins and seek 
Christ’s forgiveness, examining themselves and discern- 
ing the Lord’s body. 


THE LUTHERAN 


Seen “Seni 


Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh. Genesis 2:24 


“But happy they, the happiest of their kind! 
Whom gentler stars unite, and in one fate 
Their Hearts, their Fortunes, and their Beings blend.” 


* * * 


Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s 
hands. They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes 
have they, but they see not. Psalm 115: 4, § 


“How glad the heathens would have been, 
That worship idols, wood and stone, 
If they the book of God had seen.” 


* * * 


To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. Luke 1:79 


“He that has light within his own clear breast 
May sit i’ th’ centre and enjoy bright day; 

But he that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts 
Benighted walks under the mid-day sun.” 


* * * 


He came unto his own, and his own received him 


not. John 1: 11 


“The golden opportunity 
Is never offer’d twice; seize then the hour 
When fortune smiles and duty points the way.” 


* * * 


I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear 
children, guide the house, give none occasion to the 
adversary to speak reproachfully. J Timothy 5: 14 


“Home is the resort 

Of love, of joy, of peace and plenty, where, 
Supporting and supported, polish’d friends 
And dear relations mingle into bliss.” 


* * * 


And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed 
lest any man deceive you. Mark 13:5 


“He is most free from danger who, even when safe, 
is upon his guard.” 


* * * 


Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, 
and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall 
be forgiven. Luke 6: 37 


“How would you be, 
If He, which is the top of judgment, should 
But judge you as you are?” 


a » Pte F ory. I 
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June 5, 1940 


Bind Pe omalions 


It is said by some who claim to know that one of the 
oldest sources of what we call after-dinner humor has 
reference to mothers-in-law. The comment seems to us 
to have a measure of significance. Beyond doubt many 
parents jointly or individually manage to intrude on the 
domestic life of their daughters and sons and destroy 
that singular intimacy to which wedlock is entitled. 


Our English word “idol” has an interesting parentage. 
It comes from a Greek word of which the basic part 
means “I see.” Thence the object seen becomes an 
“eidolon”; that is, an “image.” New Testament writers 
append a word meaning worship, and thence we get 
“idolater,” one who worships what he can see. Incom- 
patibility with the spiritual regime is obvious. 


In a recently seen educational movie film a way of 
providing light without heat was shown. The “inter- 
preter” explained that certain animals have the power 
to emit rays which excite the sensation of vision with 
no feeling of warmth. The lightning bug is the com- 
monest form of this phenomenon in nature. Artificial 
light results when something is consumed to furnish it. 


The saddest moment in the ministry of Jesus was not 
at the grave of Lazarus, but on the mount looking down 
upon Jerusalem. For grief there is consolation, but for 
disobedience the “follow-up” is punishment. And when 
a man’s will is counter to that of God, the Infinite pre- 
vails. “I will not,” is respected by the Creator: it is 
results that prove error. 


Sometimes revelation shows keen regard for the at- 
tributes of people which operate through, by, and for 
“the flesh.” Human nature can be redirected and en- 
abled to seek what is eternal, spiritual, and divinely 
directed. But “being born again” and thereby becoming 
citizens of the kingdom of God does not remove the basic 
desires which are implanted. Domestic life is in accord 
with the dictates of nature. 


That old classification of white lies, black lies, and 
statistics was not taken from the Bible. In the New 
Testament two sources of deception are listed. In one 
instance the Jews learned that they were followers of 
the father of lies, namely, Satan. In another instance 
He warned them against misinterpretation of signs and 
events by those who claimed to come in His name. 


Two men who were in their first year of study in a 
Lutheran theological seminary endangered what was to 
be a life-long friendship by a heated argument. The 
subject of discussion was the qualifications for inherit- 
ing a blessed future life. An older classman suggested 
that only God has the power and wisdom to exercise 
judgment. Happily we are not required to separate our 
neighbors into good and bad. 
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CHRISTIAN LIVING 


Contributed by Nannie Sigmon, Claremont, N. C. 


THE cultivating of a fine and noble Christian life in- 
volves steps which can, to a certain extent, be com- 
pared with those taken in the preparation and care of 
a flower garden. The primary difference lies in the 
results of the efforts involved. The results of the factors 
manifested in preparing the Christian life endure for- 
ever, whereas, the results of the labors used to cul- 
tivate the garden are temporary. 

God, Who gives to man the seeds of the flowers, has 
also given to us much greater seed—His Holy Word. 
Just as new seeds are produced each year, thus pre- 
venting the many varieties of flowers from becoming 
extinct, so He has provided means whereby His inspired 
Word has been preserved and handed down from gen- 
eration to generation until the present day. He prom- 
ises us that His Word shall never pass away. 

The Word is sown in the hearts of all those who will- 
ingly hear it. In order for the divine seed to sprout and 
take effect upon the person’s life, his heart must be 
well prepared to receive it. The person must be willing 
to submit himself to the effect that the Word might have 
upon his life. The seed, that is, the Word, sown within 
the heart of man, will then begin to grow. As it grows, 
it will cause many Christian virtues to spring forth 
within the Christian’s life. 

Some of these Christian virtues are love, kindness, 
truthfulness, honesty, loyalty, helpfulness, and many 
others of equal importance. But among these fine traits 
of Christian character will often be found other traits 
wholly undesirable. Some are the traits of hatred, un- 
kindness, dishonesty, disloyalty, greed, selfishness, and 
many others. Just as weeds must be removed from 
among growing flowers, so these undesirable character- 
istics must be exterminated from Christian living. 

Several factors are necessary to render this under- 
taking successful. We must have patience—patience to 
bear the trials and tasks placed upon us for Christ’s 
sake, and patience to develop within our lives the higher 
and nobler characteristics of Christian living. Per- 
severance and practice are also necessary in order to 
overcome the evil thoughts and desires that creep into 
the hearts and lives of men. But, above all, we must 
have faith in God. We must trust in Him for divine 
help and strength. It is only through faith in Him and 
complete submission to His will that we can hope to 
overcome and subdue the many evil traits of character, 
and to acquire those which are so well pleasing in the 
sight of God. 

As we grow in strength of Christian character, our 
lives will become more beautiful—more abundant. As 
a result of trusting God and living in Christ and Christ 
in us, we can look forward to the great reward for 
having lived and trusted in Him—the Crown of Life— 
Life that shall have no end. The greatest beauty of the 
flower garden is reached when it is in full bloom. But 
the beauty of Christian living shall far surpass that of 
the garden when those who have received the reward 
for their efforts have gathered in that blessed, holy 
realm. When the saved ones have gathered in that 
beautiful land where Jesus shall reign supreme; when 
Satan and all evil powers have been overcome and only 
righteousness shall prevail; then we shall all rejoice in 
the beauty of Christ and His kingdom! 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eptember—Parish Education 


Helps for Pastors and Workers 


WHEN a pastor and his congregation are asked to do 
something, what conditions do they like the asker to 
meet in order that they may heartily and effectively 
answer the request? This is the question the Parish and 
Church School Board has tried to answer in preparing 
and furnishing its suggestions and plans for this year’s 
Parish Education Month. 


A Worth-while Program 


The Board feels that first of all the pastor and his peo- 
ple want the thing to be done to be worth the time and 
the effort it takes to do it. This is a perfectly legitimate 
expectation. Pastors and their leaders are busy people. 
There are so many things to be done that they must 
choose on the basis of importance and value. 

Reports from congregations testify to the worthwhile- 
ness of past Parish Education Month programs. This 
year the program offers the greatest returns of any 
plans thus far suggested. The aim for the month is to 
help each congregation expand its educational work to 
that place where this work will render the greatest help 
to all those whom the congregation is supposed to serve. 
The purpose is not to get a great, elaborate educational 
program in a congregation unless through that kind of 
a program the congregation will be able to render the 
greatest help to all those whom the congregation is 
supposed to serve. Some congregations may need a 
very simple educational program; others may require a 
more elaborate plan; and still others may demand a 
highly organized set-up. This year’s parish education 
plans attempt to help the congregation expand its edu- 
cational work just to that place where the educational 
program will render the greatest service. 

In former years the Parish and Church School Board 
has been the only agency in the Church which has par- 
ticipated in the program. This year the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, the Brotherhood, the Luther League, 
and The Children of the Church are joining hands with 
the Board in urging their local groups to study their 
educational work, develop plans for the coming year, 
and set those plans in motion during September. In 
other words, Parish Education Month for 1940 should 
help make and project the plans for all the educational 
work to be done in and through the congregation from 
September 1940 through August 1941. That is a worth- 
while program. 

The slogan for the month is Teach All! The “All” 
refers to all Christians teaching all people all truth all 
the time, and with all the power Christ’s presence gives. 
That is the substance of Christ’s great commission to 
teach. Is it worth while? Jesus felt it was. He consid- 
ered it so important that He made it His last thought 
on earth and His last message to His Church. 


Adaptable to Local Congregations 


Pastors and people want plans that can be adapted to 
their particular situations, and almost every congrega- 


tion has a situation that is different. This is another 
legitimate requisite. This year’s Parish Education Month 
has been planned with this principle in mind. It is no 
highly regimented program. All plans and activities 
are suggestions only. The congregation is asked to start 
where it is, evaluate the educational work it is doing 
now, consider suggestions offered by the co-operating 
educational agencies, adapt those that it considers ad- 
visable, add any others, and put all into effect. Parish 
Education Month is not something new. It is simply a 
program that asks congregations to do what they have 
always been doing, but to do it more comprehensively, 
more aggressively, and more intensively. The congre- 
gation is urged to adapt the program to its needs. 


Definite Things to Do 


Congregations ask for definite things to do. The Board 
feels that the congregations want the Board to suggest 
specific, concrete things to be done, and this year it sug- 
gests the following: 


SPECIAL ProJects For 1940: 

1. Arrange for your congregation to have as many of 
the following educational agencies as may be most help- 
ful to the congregation: the church schools: Sunday, 
weekday, and vacation; the catechetical class; The Chil- 
dren of the Church; the Luther League; the Women’s 
Missionary Society; and the Brotherhood. 

2. Increase by 10 per cent the enrollment and average 
attendance in all educational agencies. 

3. Make a re-study of your building and equipment 
for parish education. 

4. Formulate a budget of income and expenditures 
for the educational work of the congregation. 

5. Use the offering envelopes with messages in the 
Sunday school. 

6. Introduce a wider variety of methods, especially 
more visual aids, in the educational work. 

7. Organize a Parish Education Cabinet in the con- 
gregation. 

‘8. Organize at least one leadership education class in 
the congregation. 

9. Get more workers to attend institutions, confer- 
ences, and conventions on your territory. 


ProJECTS RECOMMENDED FOR USE Every YEAR: 


1. Evaluate last year’s educational work. 

2. Hold promotion day with use of a special service. 

3. Recognize the services of the officers, teachers, 
and other workers. 

4, Distribute leaflet literature. 

5. Display posters. 

6. Mail letters to members of the congregation and 
the community and insert announcements in congre- 
gational bulletins. 

7. Preach a series of sermons on the special emphasis 
for the year. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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What Difference 7? 


The Federal Council Wants to Know the Extent 
of Vatican Embassy 


By Secretary S. M. Cavert 


Ur to the present time the discussion of President 
Roosevelt’s appointment of Myron C. Taylor has chiefly 
centered in the precise nature of Mr. Taylor’s status. 
But there is much deeper issue: What is at stake in case 
Mr. Taylor’s status should clearly develop into that of 
an official ambassador and diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican should become an American policy? 

In its first statement, made January 26, the Federal 
Council’s Executive Committee warned that if Mr. 
Taylor’s appointment should prove to be a “stepping 
stone” to such diplomatic relations it would be vig- 
orously opposed. What is the ground for such opposi- 
tion? What real difference would it make if the Amer- 
ican government should definitely decide to maintain 
an embassy at the Vatican? 

It would make a tremendous difference—and it is 
important that everyone should know why. 

Although the particular phrase, “The separation of 
church and state,” may be vague and inadequate, what 
lies at the heart of the idea is of high moment? The 
fact that the Roman Catholic Archbishop of New York 
could recently refer to the separation of church and 
state as a mere “shibboleth” indicates the necessity for 
our re-thinking our heritage. If our fathers struggled 
and sacrificed for a shibboleth, it is time we knew it! 


Separation Deemed Essential 

When our fathers embedded in the Constitution the 
principle that Congress should make no law “respect- 
ing an establishment of religion,” it was no casual mat- 
ter. They had abundant reason, both in European his- 
tory and in their own experience in the New World, 
for appreciating the dangers of an official connection 
between church and state. The oppressive treatment of 
minorities by a dominant religious group which had the 
coercive authority of the state behind it was no mere 
figment of the imagination. It had been a fact of vivid 
experience. Our fathers were determined that in the 
new nation there should be a different situation. Here 
all religious bodies were to be equal in the eyes of the 
federal government; no church was to be given a pref- 
erential position in relation to other churches. There 
was to be equal opportunity for all, special privilege 
for none. 

This “separation of church and state” never meant 
that the state was unfriendly or even indifferent to re- 
ligion, or was to be regarded as merely secular. On the 
contrary, the framers of the Constitution were provid- 
ing for the church a setting in which it should be free 
to order its own life without interference from the state. 
Every religious group was to stand on its own feet, free 
and unhindered, depending for its influence on its own 
spiritual vitality, not on any external prestige or power 
conferred by the state. 

What our fathers thus established is one of the 
creative achievements of America. It has been the bul- 


[Tse LurHeraAN welcomes for its readers this plain statement of the 
Federal Council’s ea on a matter that has aroused suspicion of the 
Council’s alertness. Ep.] 
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wark of religious liberty and has provided a setting in 
which every religious group has had full opportunity 
to develop its own inherent possibilities. Protestant, 
Catholic and Jew have all shared in this benefit. The 
whole movement of goodwill and friendly co-operation 
between Protestants, Roman Catholics and Jews in 
America has developed within the atmosphere of the 
separation of church and state and the recognition of 
the legal equality of all religious bodies. 

The “separation of church and state,” thus under- 
stood, is no “shibboleth”; it is one of the priceless treas- 
ures of American history, of as much importance today 
as it ever was. 


”? 


“Eternal Vigilance” 

If we would safeguard our heritage we must be 
vigilant against every encroachment upon it. That is 
the valid ground for concern over the possible estab- 
lishing of diplomatic relations with the Vatican. Such 
an official connection would give one church a special 
status in relation to our government. It might thus 
prove to be the entering wedge for undermining a basic 
principle of American life. 

Some of those who would see no objection to the 
diplomatic recognition of the Vatican argue that it is 
the Vatican State, not the Roman Catholic Church, with 
which relations are proposed. But in principle this 
involves a conception of the church as a political entity, 
which is contrary to a recognition of the separation of 
church and state. And in practice it is impossible to 
distinguish between the Catholic Church as a religious 
body and the Catholic Church as a political body. To 
have an ambassador at the Vatican State would be 
tantamount to placing the Roman Catholic Church in a 
special position with reference to our government. 

The Roman Catholic pressure for the establishment 
of diplomatic relations with the Vatican therefore forces 
us to ask frankly whether the Catholic Church would 
like to change our historic American view as to the 
relation of church and state. In general theory the 
Roman Catholic Church rejects that view, clinging to 
the idea of the union of the state with the Catholic 
Church. Pope Leo XIII in an encyclical of 1885 bluntly 
declared that “it is not lawful for the state to hold in 
equal favor different kinds of religions.” Even so pro- 
gressive and socially minded an American as Mgr. John 
A. Ryan (in the book which he wrote jointly with 
Father Millar), after explaining that the Catholic theory 
does not have full application in a country like America, 
which provides in its Constitution for the separation of 
church and state, adds that “constitutions can be changed 
and non-Catholic sects may decline to such a point that 
the political proscription of them may become feasible 
and expedient.” It appears, then, that the Catholic 
Church accepts the American principle merely for 
temporary reasons of expediency because Catholics are 
now only a minority in America. Does the Catholic 
Church mean that if it should ever gain sufficient power 
it would be justified in discarding our cherished herit- 
age? Do Catholics claim freedom and equality for them- 
selves in America in the name of Protestant principles 
at the same time that they would (if they could) deny 
similar freedom and equality to Protestants and Jews 
in the name of Catholic principles? 

These questions may seem remote from our present 
scene, but in the interest of clear thinking they mus‘ 
be asked. We therefore raise them. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eACROSS THE “DESK 


SomE people may have an entirely mistaken idea about 
June’s most important institution. It is not war, nor 
taxation, nor baseball, nor planning summer vacations. 
June has long ago gained the title of the month of mar- 
riages. We are aware both as editor and as clergyman 
that many brides and grooms take their vows of mutual 
fidelity in other parts of the year, but June’s flowers 
and sunshine are the correct setting for the initiation 
of happy domestic life. THs LuTHERAN hereby dedicates 
this June 1940 to redder roses and to more matrimony. 
Just how June is interpreted in Argentina and Aus- 
tralia we do not know, and we refuse to guess. One 
must live in those southern lands to visualize the oc- 
currence of Christmas in the summer and July 4 in the 
winter. 

IN COMPLETE ENJOYMENT 


WE recently had occasion to join a group of Christian 
worshipers at an evening hour and during a “song serv- 
ice” period. We have long agreed with the sentiment 
expressed by Shakespeare— 


“That man that hath no music in himself 

Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds, 
Is fit for treasons, stratagems and spoils; 

The motions of his spirit are dull as night, 
And his affections dark as Erebus. 

Let no such man be trusted.” 


Yes, we like to sing, but for complete abandonment 
to hymn and melody we found ourselves far inferior to 
a neighbor who sat across the aisle from us. He was 
almost literally voracious in his vocalization of the 
music; he sort of banqueted upon it. His serene enjoy- 
ment first caught our attention and thence our eyes 
drifted over other worshipers. Their absorption in the 
worship was less visibly expressed, but not hidden. One 
passed from particular to general and realized an atmos- 
phere charged with prayer, praise and adoration. There 
was absence from anxiety, deafness to the world outside. 

But that world had its occupants and absorptions. 
Within a hundred yards there was a movie with its 
Sunday night “show.” It probably had more people in 
its seats than the church had in its pews. We do not 
know what film was receiving attention, but on general 
observations we feel ourselves competent to assert that 
the modern film is more frequently an artificial treat- 
ment of tragedy than of the peaceful exercises in which 
people with peace in their hearts can engage. Not all 
depict the crises and dangerous adventures that are our 
daily lot, but out of a dozen leaders, we guess that more 
than half will be stories of labor and sorrow. “Gone with 
the Wind,” “Rebecca,” “Northwest Passage”—we name 
three that come easily to mind—are attractive by their 
magnified realism. 

The church service should be able to compete suc- 
cessfully with the movie, if one could find the formula 
by which the uplifting influences of communing with 
God, in fellowship with our brethren in the faith would 
lay hold upon us. The word “comprehend” which we 
have borrowed from the Latin conveys the meaning 
we have in mind. It means to surround as one grasps 
something. It suggests seizing—in fact, arresting. 

We suspect that the movie and the skilful song leader 
have sensed what it takes to hold the attention of people. 


They must have a part in what is in process. The suc- 
cessful film wraps itself about one, until the listener is 
so nearly a participant in the action that his emotions 
exceed those of the performer. He laughs, he weeps, 
he makes resolutions. They are rather cheap, of course. 
When the play is over, one puts on his hat, surrepti- 
tiously wipes away a belated tear and comments it was 
a great show. 

The kind of church service we are imagining likewise 
gives us employment. We sing, we hear God’s word 
(unless the preacher’s mannerisms obstruct our atten- 
tion). That is, we do if we can. Sometimes we are 
mere observers. We feel no harmony, no inspiration, no 
subtle invitations from our Lord’s Advocate to commune 
with Him. The next Sunday night we stay home. 


SYNOD MEETINGS INSPIRING 


ARE you noticing the reports of the conventions of 
the synods which Tue Lurueran has been able to bring 
to you? They seem to us to make evident a quiet, 
steady engagement in the work of congregations, synods 
and the whole United Lutheran Church that is very 
comforting in these days when the secular world seems 
noisily falling into fragments. When our pastor returned 
from the meeting of the synod to which he and our 
congregation belong, he preached a sermon that was 
impressive and informative; but what first caught our 
attention was the text he chose. It was a group of 
verses from the Eighty-fourth Psalm and it was ad- 
mirably significant of the experiences of those who dwell 
in His house, whose strength is in Him and who go 
from strength to strength. Again we indulged in a com- 
parison of the refuge from the world’s cares that our 
religious knowledge and associations provide. We do 
not know what a day may bring to pass. We are appalled 
by the trials of faith through which our brethren are 
passing, but we realize the ability of believers to rise 
above the din and confusion of even a great war by 
resort to the tabernacle wherein we meet with God. 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in Thee. 


EDITORIAL LICENSE 


WE occasionally realize that what is called editorial - 


license was wisely commandeered by some keen-minded 
scribe of a remote age. The phrase has great breadth of 
application: it is used by an editor when he guesses, or 
when he suggests that two and two might possibly under 
certain difficult circumstances equal five. He is espe- 
cially grateful to this ancient and carefully guarded 
refuge for distressed commentators on affairs, when he 
expresses his views of situations that permit of two or 
more explanations, approaches or applications. 

For example, a dozen years ago the Lutheran editors 
of the United States sponsored a declaration in the 
official journals with which they were connected that 
came fairly close to having partisan political implica- 
tions. Not all the people at the receiving end of the 


papers were in accord with the views expressed and ° 


said so. One official of the Church placated a parishioner 
of importance by explaining that the editor of whom he 
complained was a long ways from being a second 
Solomon. Not only in time and place but also and 
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especially in wisdom. All of which was a roundabout 
way of saying that an editor can be mistaken and gen- 
erally is—at least to some degree. We were reminded 
of this most ancient reference to the journalist’s craft 
by a citation from the ancient Greek annals to the effect 
that “Apollo struck his lyre”; that is, the editor of the 
local paper had once too often misrepresented the 
cruiser of the skies. 


“AMERICA’S RESPONSIBILITY IN THE PRESENT CRISIS” 


THE above is the title of a typewritten document re- 
ceived the latter part of May by editors of church jour- 
nals. It carries the signatures of twenty-six persons who 
have been entrusted with leadership in important move- 
ments in which the larger Protestant denominations of 
the world participated. Among them are William Adams 
Brown, Henry Sloan Coffin, John R. Mott, Elizabeth C. 
Morrow, Henry F. van Dusen, Reinhold Niebuhr, 
Charles P. Taft and others. They disclaim the connec- 
tions they have with churches, councils and ecclesiastical 
institutions but the bulletin informs its recipients of 
the positions of most of them. 

The communication asserts that “A decisive German 
victory, now an ominous possibility, would menace not 
only democratic government but the most elemental 
securities and liberties for the whole of western 
Europe.” The second paragraph continues, “Both the 
interests and the ideals of the United States are im- 
periled. A decisive German victory would leave the 
United States the only powerful democratic nation in 
the world.” Next one reads: “The hour has come when 
the American people must decide whether they are 
prepared to face the future in a position of virtual isola- 
tion, surrounded by powerful victors made strong by 
practises destructive of American ideals, or whether 
they will lend the European nations struggling desper- 
ately against the German threat such support as may 
yet enable them to halt that aggression.” 

Following paragraphs assert that more than self-in- 
terest is at stake. “We are committed,” these church 
leaders say, “to the realization of a community of 
nations founded in justice as the only firm hope of the 
world and we hold that the halting of Nazi aggression 
is pre-requisite to the possibility of world order.” (The 
italics are ours.) The objective is then stated as fol- 
lows: “In the light of these facts, we urge that the 
United States immediately enlist its moral and material 
resources in support of the allied nations. . . . Lastly, 
we urge the necessity of quick and resolute action.” 

(The release date was May 24.) 


PROFOUNDLY SHOCKING 


WE confess to a feeling of deep discouragement when 
we had read the communication above outlined for our 
readers. Not only has the government of the United 
States declared its position of neutrality; not only has 
it put strong limitations on profiteering, but the Pres- 
ident in conversations and releases by the press and 
radio has indicated the necessity of keeping out of the 
war in order to exercise the influence of a neutral when 
the time has come to negotiate a peace. We interpret 
some of his utterances as implying that the utter in- 
justice of Versailles would not have taken form had 
strong neutral groups been participants in the delibera- 
tions. Instead all were combatants. 
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But now of all people, the urge to enter the conflict 
comes from the most widely known among American 
churchmen. When the Dies Committee and the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation are seeking to locate and 
break up un-American practises, the sponsors of the 
Gospel of peace boldly urge “that the United States 
immediately enlist its moral and material resources in 
support of the allied nations.” 

Have they forgotten what followed the World War, 
in which the most aggressive apostles of hate spoke from 
Christian pulpits? Is there no message aimed to assuage 
the hate and destruction of war which the scientifically 
organized and equipped agencies of propaganda are em- 
ploying, that these must sing an obligato of church 
blessing upon the already horrible disharmony of the 
world? 

WE SUGGEST SOME FACTS 


THE President in his “Fireside Chat” on May 26 cau- 
tioned his fellow citizens against the kind of panic that 
might precipitate some great national disaster. He based 
his caution upon his denial that utter unpreparedness 
now exists in the United States. He insisted that for a 
regime of peace we have adequate military protection. 
He deemed it wise to insure continuance of peace by 
multiplication of forms of resistance to invasion that 
will insure this country and its neighbors on the Western 
Continent against attack from a European or Asiatic 
military force. The cause of peace justifies the expen- 
diture of whatever billions of money are required and 
the Christian citizens of the nation can continue to 
justify the necessary taxation. 

But we draw upon our editorial prerogatives to ex- 
press our personal conviction that conditions in Europe 
do not threaten American democracy. We could, we 
believe, find in situations at home much more dangerous 
foes than the communism of Russia, the fascism of Italy 
and the national socialism of Germany. None of these 
except the first (communism) seeks to overthrow our 
government, and it is less attractive now than it was a 
score of years ago. Mussolini has not indicated his am- 
bition to grab America, and when he does we expect 
La Guardia to disclose his vile plans. And even Mr. 
Hitler must (with his cabinet) take cognizance of the 
limitations of his fellow countrymen. The threats of 
what he proposes to do to our democracy have not been 
made in Germany, so far as we have heard and read. 

In writing the above, we are not for a moment 
justifying resort to war, the violation of the rights of 
neutrals and the ruthlessness of modern implements of 
death. We cite the misuse of America’s position as a 
neutral because we deem our entrance as long as we 
are not attacked the greatest injury to the future peace 
of the world that can occur. Especially must the re- 
ligious people of the United States keep undimmed their 
approach to God. The attitude now is so different from 
that of 1916 and early 1917 as to give promise that when 
the present outburst of murderous madness has taken 
its toll of life and property, the Christianity of the West- 
ern Hemisphere may once more pour the balm of heal- 
ing peace upon those wounded in mind, soul and body 
by this conflict. And let us very definitely rebuke 
churchmen who advocate our enlistment with the allies 
or with any other nation. Doubtless with sincerity 
and without consciousness of any bias or prejudice, they 
none the less expose the church to false charges. 
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Personal Responsibility 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Ezekiel 33: 7-16. The Sunday School Lesson for June 9 


To TALK of spies, watchmen, and mil- 
itary observers sounds modern—verily 
present tense. But Ezekiel wrote about 
this several centuries ago. In fact, he spoke 
what God directed him to say to make 
him conscious of his responsibility to the 
people and to God as God’s watchman. 
He was not a military employee for God; 
his watching had to do with the life and 
conduct of the people. What the people 
needed was such warning as a watchman 
gives, so that they could alter their ways 
and avert the punishment due them for 
wickedness. It was Ezekiel’s responsibility 
to give this warning. He was to go among 
them as God’s spokesman, correcting their 
false opinions and instruct them as to ac- 
ceptable personal living. God told him 
what was demanded of him and outlined 
for him many of the details of his work. 
He faced no easy task. He had hard work 
to do for a people who would resent his 
pleadings. When a prophet receives a 
commission from God and has respon- 
sibility laid on him to carry out the com- 
mission, a heavy load is put on his shoul- 
ders, but not too burdensome. 


Gathering Facts 


This was his business as a watchman. 
He was to be open-eyed and alert in ob- 
serving the ways of the people and the 
dangers consequent on their ways. He 
was to collect evidences of the wickedness 
of the people. He was to know for him- 
self that what God was holding over them 
as due punishment for sin, which in this 
case was, “Thou shalt surely die,” meant 
complete and permanent separation from 
God. God gave him further facts to be 
kept in mind: God is waiting for the effect 
on the wicked of the prophet’s warning; 
the fate of the wicked could be averted 
if the prophet did his duty in warning the 
people; the death penalty would be lifted 
from the people, if they heeded the warn- 
ing and turned from their wickedness. 

As Ezekiel meditated on what God told 
him about his responsibility, he may have 
collected these facts as applicable to the 
people and to himself. Both applications 
of the facts were vital; the future of the 
people and of the prophet + was thus put 
in the balance. 


Giving Warning 

God assumed Ezekiel had given the 
warning and that some were deeply moved 
to realize their wickedness, but were not 
hopeful of forgiveness. They confessed 
but were not sure God would listen to 
them and divert the punishment they de- 
served, The seriousness of their question- 
ings must be met by the declaration of 
God’s willingness to hear and forgive con- 
fessing sinners. God can find no delight 
in a sinner’s death for his sins. His at- 
titude is not anger but sadness, for He 
longs to have all sinners turn from death- 
causing wickedness to God’s way of res- 
toration to His favor. Ezekiel was given 
the injunction to warn the wicked, and 


was provided a comforting, assuring an- 
swer to give confessing, repenting sin- 
ners, if they had doubts about God’s for- 
giving and restoring them. 


Guarding Righteousness 


Ezekiel was to guard the people against 
wrong conclusions about “the righteous- 
ness of the righteous,” and “the wicked- 
ness of the wicked.” A special guard was 
given concerning righteousness lest it be 
allowed too much importance. It must be 
held back from the assumption that of 
itself it can cover ways of wickedness. A 
year of sins cannot be dismissed by an 
hour of exceptional righteousness. This 
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would be degrading rather than promoting 
righteousness. Righteousness gets its inning 
after wickedness has been set aside. But 
too much confidence is not to be put in 
righteousness, for it loses its rating with 
God when a man admits wickedness into 
his life. Being righteous for a long time 
does not make a man immune to the con- 
sequences of sin if he descends into the 
ways of wickedness. Ezekiel’s respon- 
sibility was made clear to him. When he 
gave his message to the people, then each 
of them came under his own responsibility 
to turn from wickedness to righteousness. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


Watchmen Must Be Faithful. Ezekiel 
33: 7-9. 
Te Con fe Judge Righteously. Ezekiel 33: 
W. Accountable for Every Deed. II Cor. 5: 6-10. 
Th. ates hed for Every Word. Matthew 12: 
. Using My Talent. Matthew 25: 24-29. 

Sat. The Peril of Neglect. Matthew 11: 20-24. 
S. Standing Before the Throne. Rev. 20: 11-15. 


Building God’s House 


Hag¢gai 1: 2-12. 


Tue Babylonian captivity had ended. 
The captives were back in Jerusalem. It 
was their responsibility to restore the 
Temple. There was enthusiastic response 
at first. Foundations were laid and the 
building started. The increasing difficulties 
and opposition, together with the rise of 
selfishness which led to concentrating on 
building houses for themselves, left the 
Temple unfinished. The excuse of pov- 
erty and the depression of hard times were 
offered, bui could not be accepted, for they 
might have finished the Temple and cared 
adequately for their own needs, if they 
had been so minded. Fifteen years of delay 
was rather disastrous for the work already 
done in restoring the Temple. Prophet 
Haggai was aroused; he knew the people 
must have an adequate center for their 
worship. He linked the growing adversity 
of the people with their neglect of God’s 
house. God gave him a message for the 
leaders, Zerubbabel and Joshua. 


Delay Denounced | 


Haggai told these leaders that God had 
heard the argument of “this people” 
against finishing the Temple. His tone was 
one of sarcastic belittlement of their false 
excuses. It was folly for them to blame 
their delay on a lack of means, a scarcity 
of laborers, or the absence of urgency. 
They exalted material desires above spir- 
itual needs. Worship was given a small 
place in their schedule. What if the Tem- 
ple was lying waste, as long as their own 
fine houses were being erected? 

Haggai was direct in declaring that their 
desires had not been satisfied. Their bodies 
lacked warmth in spite of their clothing. 
The money they had, or earned, was slip- 
ping from them and they had nothing to 
show for it. All this was due to their 
neglect of God’s house. These accumulat- 
ing bitter experiences must be reckoned 
as the result of their ignoring God’s plan 
and their own need for a place where they 
could worship God. 


The Sunday School Lesson for June 16 


Called to Obey 


A second time Haggai was sent by God 
to admonish the people and encourage 
them in finishing the Temple. Too long 
had they neglected this duty. Surely they 
must realize that they could not count on 
God’s blessings if they deliberately re- 
fused to obey Him. How to proceed with 
the work was detailed for them. In the 
mountains was plenty of wood to take the 
place of the wood burned when the Tem- 
ple was destroyed. The stones of the old 
Temple were still there and usable. To 
take up this work would make them pleas- 
ing to God; He would take pleasure in 
their building. They were called to obey, 
and thus prove God’s willingness to renew 
blessings for them. Haggai reviews how 
things had been going with them. Their 
sowing had yielded no harvest; lack of 
rain, even of dew, had doomed their crops 
and brought suffering on them and their 
cattle. Instead of using their crop failure 
as argument against going ahead with 
work on the Temple, they should consider 
it punishment from God for neglecting 
His house. The time was ripe for them 
to finish the Temple. 

The turn toward obedience was under 
the example and leadership of Zerubbabel 
and Joshua. They took God’s command as 
inescapable; it must be obeyed. The rem- 
nant of the people that had returned from 
Babylon to Jerusalem sought to obey the 
command. As they realized that they had 
been suffering punishment for their own 
sins, they repented, confessed, and took 
up work on the Temple. ‘They sensed that 
a people’s strength and prosperity cannot 
be separated from their worship of God. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


M. Call to Build God’s House. Haggai 2: 12. 
T. The Builders Encouraged. Haggai 2: 1-9. 
w. Ones. for the Tabernacle. Exodus 25: 
Th. Dedication of the Tem me eee I eget 8: 22-28. 
F. Keeping God’s House pair. II Chron- 
cles 34: 8-13. 

Sat. Longing for Public Worship. Psalm 84: 1-4. 
S. Let Us Go to Church, Psalm 122: 1-9. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN TRAver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S 
PERSON 


I Corinthians 6: 19, 20 


“Kine’s children are they all; though want 
and sin 
Have marred their beauty glorious within, 
We may not pass them but with reverent 
eye; 
As when we see some goodly temple 
graced 
To be Thy dwelling, ruined and defaced, 
The haunt of sad and doleful creatures, lie 
Bare to the sky, and open to the gust, 
It grieveth us to see this house laid 
‘waste, 
It pitieth us to see it in the dust.” 
—Dora Greenwell. 


How hard it is to see the image of God 
in some of the wrecks of humanity that 
come to our doors asking help. They are 
like the coins that sometimes get into our 
pocketbooks, so worn and rubbed by long, 
hard usage that the imprint of the govern- 
ment is dim and almost unreadable. Yet 
the coins are good. When they come into 
the bank they will be recognized, but they 
will not be sent out into circulation again. 
They will go back to the government to 
be reminted. Years ago when we were 
living in New York City there was a mem- 
ber of a royal family of Europe on Wel- 
fare Island. Inheritor of riches and honor- 
able position, now become the dirty, ragged 
inmate of a poorhouse. 

The prodigal far from home and sick- 
ened with the forbidden business of herd- 
ing swine was still the son of his father. 
No matter how spendthrift men have been 
of their inheritance, they are still the 
“King’s children.” We are all destined to 
be temples of God. If we have debased 
our bodies to foul and sinful purposes, the 
purpose for which we were created has 
been lost under the ruins we have made. 
But the high purpose is still there. We 
need the eyes of love and faith to see it. 


A House to See 


When Paul defined the church he used 
the figure of the body. Just as the soul 
dwells in the body, so Christ dwells in the 
church. Just as the body makes the soul 
visible, able to communicate with others, 
a medium for work, so the church makes 
Christ visible and effective in the world. 
This is a helpful thought for those of us 
who are tempted to think the body does 
not count much. Our bodies are the tem- 
ples of Christ. Through them, as through 
the church, He walks, and talks and serves. 
Each disciple is a representative of Christ 
among men. 


In Good Repair 


Out along a country road near where 
we live there used to be a little brick 
church. It was built as a spite church, if 
there could be such a thing. It split from 
another church about a mile distant. It 
was built by a family with some means 
and it was well planned and well built. 


But for many years it had not been used. 
One very, very rainy day we took shelter 
in the old church. It was poor shelter at 
best. The rain poured in through holes 
in the roof. The walls were streaked with 
the signs of long-time leaks. Hymn books 
were moulding in the pew racks. Great 
cobwebs hung from the ceiling. Tears 
almost came as we stood looking about at 
the signs of decay. The ground around 
the church looked like a pasture lot. No 
marks of interest there on the part of any- 
one. The front steps were falling down 
and some of the windows were broken. 
It was no Lutheran church. We went out 
of our way to speak to some friends of 
the denomination that had erected the 
church, suggesting that it should either be 
taken down or put in repair. What a tes- 
timony to the passing public! It spoke of 
disinterest, disloyalty and complete neglect. 
A community is known by its churches. 
Better no church than a church out of 
repair. Even the care of the grounds of 
the church tells the story of interest or 
neglect. 

So with our bodies. They are the tem- 
ple of God. If we misuse our bodies, if 
we neglect them, we are saying to the 
world, “We do not think much of our 
divine tenant.” Regular exercise, reason- 
able care in diet, sufficient rest, all these 
are sacred duties. They keep the temple 
fit for worship. 


A Clean Temple 


What has been said of repairs can also 
be said of cleanliness. When a friend we 
love comes to visit at our house, there is 
an extra “slick” given the whole place. 
The dustcloth flies and the man of the 
house makes himself scarce and sputters 
about “turning the house upside down for 
a visitor.” But the idea is fine. In the 
very cleaning of the house there is a tes- 
timony to friendship. 

Cleanliness is not only “next to god- 
liness,” it is an expression of God-con- 
sciousness. The way we keep our bodies 
tells the secret of our attitude toward the 
indwelling Christ. And this cleanness ex- 
tends to the mind as well as to the body 
itself. Clean thinking is like air-condition- 
ing. It makes the atmosphere of the house 
wholesome and invigorating. How can we 
expect God to be comfortable in our hearts 
if our minds are given to unclean thoughts 
and our lips to unclean language? Let us 
keep clean for Christ’s sake. 

A house is built for a purpose. It gives 
shelter, warmth in winter, shade in sum- 
mer, comforts and conveniences to make 
life easy; yes, a house is built for the 
tenant. No house is ever really done. As 
the years pass improvements are added one 
by one. Perhaps a wing or a bay window, 
or even a more extensive alteration, is 
made. Each improvement is intended to 
make the house more of a home. This 
should be true with our bodies. Each year 
should see new skills acquired by which 
to serve God better. Especially is this true 
of the mind. It should grow in power to 


understand God’s will and to translate it 
into flesh and blood. 

Time spent in improving our bodies, 
making them more fit for the indwelling 
Christ, more able to serve Him, is not 
wasted. Time “saved” by neglecting the 
care of our bodies is not saved. The total 
length of life, and therefore the amount 
of service for the Lord, is extended by 
care of the body. Work is better done, too, 
when the body is fit. We should seek to 
improve our bodies as a service to the 
unseen Guest. 


The Ascetic Heresy 


Jesus prayed that His disciples might be 
“in the world but not of the world.” There 
have been times in the history of the 
church when holy people have withdrawn 
from the world. They have taken too lit- 
erally some of Paul’s withering criticisms 
of the attitudes and general sinfulness of 
the world. They have gone even farther 
than to withdraw into monasteries and 
hermits’ caves. They have practiced a 
rigid, cruel discipline of the body. They 
have treated their bodies as though they 
were the enemies of their souls, the in- 
carnation of the devil. Every natural de- 
sire of the body was classed as sinful. Re- 
pression and self-inflicted wounds, fasting 
and constant self-denials, marked their 
piety. 

It was from times like these that many 
of the paintings of Christ come down to 
us. So powerful has been this influence 
that the popular conception of Jesus car- 
ries with it the picture of a starved, sad, 
anemic holy man. Jesus of Nazareth was 
a carpenter. Thirty years of His life were 
lived normally, and we may well believe 
that He kept the rules of bodily health. 
The subtle heresy remains. II] health, 
emaciation, a body marked by overwork, 
these are not the signs of holiness. The 
body is no enemy of the soul. Certainly 
the body needs discipline, it must be kept 
fit for the Master’s use. 

The Temple at Jerusalem was noi at fault 
when the money-changers did their nefar- 
ious business within its walls. The Temple 
was not evil because its courts were de- 
voted to evil business. Neither is the body 
essentially evil when it is used for the 
devil’s purposes. Let Christ drive out the 
money-changers and the Temple is made 
holy again. Let that same Christ drive out 
from your life what is low and degrading. 
The body may be the shrine of the Lord, 
if we will. Whatever discipline we exer- 
cise over it should be to this end. The 
high purpose for the care of our bodies 
is that they may be of use to God. 


* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, June 16. Dis- 
cuss common faults of youth in the care 
of the body. What about the use of alcohol? 
What about over-indulgence of any char- 
acter? What about late hours? On the 
other hand can the body be too much 
pampered? Next topic, How to Enjoy Life 
—Jesus’ Way? 
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OPEN LETTERS 


PROPER DIFFERENTIATION 
By J. C. Kunzmann 


Wuat was stated on page 3 of the May 1 
issue of THe LuTHERAN with reference to 
resurrection and glorification requires fur- 
ther elucidation. There is a difference be- 
tween resuscitation, resurrection, transla- 
tion, and glorification. 

The revelation and work of God in re- 
demption is progressive and has been ar- 
ranged and appointed for completion in 
Christ in the different ages of the past as 
well as in the ages to come. Hebrews 
1: 1-3. However, from the very first prom- 
ise in Eden and the translation of Enoch, 
the seventh from Adam, there is indicated 
what would result for man in the comple- 
tion of the divine work of redemption. He 
passed to his heavenly estate without the 
experience of death. This was repeated in 
the translation of Elijah. The first resur- 
rection which took place was that of 
Christ, Who was the firstfruits of them 
that slept, the first-born from the dead. 
That the resurrection of Christ had taken 
place was not only attested by angels and 
by the apostles, but by those according to 
Matthew 27: 52, 53, who arose from the 
dead immediately after Christ’s resurrec- 
tion and who appeared to many in Jeru- 
salem, where the work of evangelization 
began and made such tremendous strides 
(no doubt with the aid of their testimony) 
in the beginning. 

In the Old Testament there are two 
resuscitations, the son of the widow at 
Sarepta by Elijah, and the son of the 
Shunamite by Elisha. Through Christ there 
were three resuscitations: the daughter of 
Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain, and 
of Lazarus at Bethany. These were not 
resurrections. They were simply signs of 
the resurrection which began in Christ, 
continued in the Old Testament saints, 
and will continue in regular order, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, at the second coming 
of Christ. They simply retained their nat- 
ural, and were not given their spiritual 
bodies. They could not have had the bless- 
ings of resurrection or else Christ could 
not have been the first-born from the 
dead. 

But resurrection is not glorification. It 
is the first change which is wrought in the 
believer when he is taken from earth to 
heaven, to his final reward. But there is 
certainly to be a growth in heaven as there 
was, and is, a growth in grace on earth. 
We find this illustrated and taught by 
Christ. The resurrection was not the final 
development in the humanity of Christ, 
and it is not the final development in us. 
What occurred before the coming of Christ 
and before His death and resurrection were 
signs of what must take place in redemp- 
tion, and so is what took place in Christ 
between His ascension and the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. 

In John 7: 39 we read a saying of Christ: 
“But this he spake of the Spirit, which 
they that believed on him were to receive; 
for the Spirit was not yet given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified.” As God is a 
God of order, so is His work. The Holy 


Spirit was in the world from the creation, 
and in the world during Christ’s first ad- 
vent as He is in the world ever since. The 
coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and 
the second coming of Christ do not mean 
that these two subsistences of the Trinity 
are ever absent from the world and from 
believers. It does, however, mean that 
they are coming to raise the work of re- 
demption to a higher level and to do what 
never had been done before. Christ’s 
resurrection was one thing; His forty days’ 
stay was another thing. His ascension was 
another advance, and so was His glorifica- 
tion; and only after Jesus was glorified 
could the Holy Spirit be sent to endow 
the church with power from on high for 
its great mission. 

The above does not stand alone, as no 
one truth of the Bible ever does. That 
there was an outward difference in the 
risen and glorified Christ is evident from 
what we read in the Gospels concerning 
the familiar intercourse with the Saviour 
by His disciples and the Apostle John, as 
differentiated from what took place when 
the Apostle John saw the glorified Christ 
as recorded in Rev. 1: 12-18. There was 
surprise when Christ appeared to the dis- 
ciples in the upper room on the evening 
succeeding His resurrection. But there was 
joy in their hearts and they were glad. 
They were not overawed with fear. When 
John now saw his Saviour in glory, he 
who had leaned upon His breast was filled 
with terror and fell as a dead man at His 
feet. It was then that the right hand of 
Jesus raised him, and what He said com- 
forted him, Hence not only what Jesus 
said, but what John afterward recorded 
shows that there is a difference between 
our estate in the resurrection and our 
greater estate in glorification. The com- 
fort is that “we shall be like Him when 
we see Him as He is.” This was written 
after Christ’s resurrection and glorifica- 
tion. 


SEPTEMBER— 
PARISH EDUCATION 


(Continued from page 14) 


It is understood that all congregations 
will not be able to carry out all of these 
projects. Attempt the possible. The con- 
gregation must build its own program. 


Adequate Helps and Sufficient 
Time 

Congregations also want adequate helps 
to guide them in carrying out the projects 
which are suggested, and they want them 
in sufficient time to allow them to make 
adequate preparation. This year more 
helps have been prepared than in any 
former year and these helps are going to 
the largest group of leaders in any year. 
A packet containing fifteen leaflets or fold- 
ers has already been mailed to every pas- 
tor, Sunday school superintendent, dea- 
coness, parish worker, Children of the 
Church secretary, and presidents of all 
local Women’s Missionary Societies, Broth- 
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erhoods, and Luther Leagues—17,000 
packets in all. And these packets were 
mailed the last week in May, three months 
before September. Any leader who fails 
to get his or her packet by June 5 need 
only mail a postal card with request to 
the Board and a new packet will be sent 
at once. In this packet there are mate- 
rials to guide the pastor and his people in 
carrying out each individual project sug- 
gested by the co-operating agencies. It is 
the intention of these agencies to furnish 
as much help as our congregations will 
use. These helps are in the packet. 


Supporting Influence 


Last of all our pastors and their people 
appreciate a strong supporting influence in 
the Church at large as they are attempting 
to carry out these suggested plans. The 
co-operating agencies are attempting to 
do this through articles and pictures in 
all the periodicals of the Church. Begin- 
ning with this article the co-operating 
agencies will prepare and publish in THE 
LUTHERAN, Lutherischer Herold, and their 
own periodicals a number of articles re- 
lated to parish education and the great 
challenge to Teach All! 

An attractive two-color poster has been 
prepared and copies will be mailed to all 
pastors the last week in August, one copy 
for each congregation. This poster carries 
out the theme, Teach All! 


Teach All! 


Jesus has given us the command and 
the example to teach. He has left us His 
word to be taught, all of it. There are 
more than 350,000 boys and girls between 
birth and 11 years of age, an equal num- 
ber of young people between 12 and: 23 
years of age, and practically a million men 
and women in the United Lutheran Church, 
and they all need to be taught. There are 
more than that number of children, young 
people, and adults outside our Church, but 
for whom our Church is responsible and 
they, perhaps more than our own people, 
need to be taught Christ. Of this great 
number, inside and outside the Church, 
much more than half are getting no re- 
ligious instruction whatsoever, perhaps 


‘one-fourth are getting an average of one 


hour a week through all the means of the 
Church, and the others, a few two hours, 
still less three, and practically none four. 
Public schools average at least five hours 
a day five days in the week. Is ours 
enough? And power! With what power 
do we teach? The power of materials? and 
methods? and means of our own? These 
are good. They are essential. But there 
is another power which is available: as 
much power as we may ask. “All power 
hath been given unto me.” “Whatsoever 
ye ask the Father in my name, he will give 
it thee.” Teach All! 


MARYLAND SYNOD’S 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

Tue fifth annual Summer School for 
Church Workers will be conducted by the 
Maryland Synod at Hood College July 
20-26 instead of July 21-27, as was formerly 
published. For reservations write Rev. 
Amos J. Traver, D.D., Registrar, Fred- 
erick, Md. 
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Conservation of Marriage 


Are Pastors “Apt to Teach” Where Domestic Relations Are the Subject? 
By Charles P. Cressman* 


Chapel Hill, N. C. 

A youne Yankee pastor from the rolling 
hills of Pennsylvania was breathing the 
balmy spring air of the hospitable South. 
The dogwood trees were in blossom. All 
around the campus of the University of 
North Carolina were daffodils peeking 
pertly at one who felt conspicuous be- 
cause he carried a symbol of the North— 
a topcoat—in his arms. There were hya- 
cinths and tulips making their spring 
debut while pictures of a Pennsylvania 
snow still lingered in the pastor’s mind. 

The mansion-like fraternity houses, the 
buildings of the university—some old land- 
marks, others as new as the latest WPA 
project—the young men and young ladies 
strolling leisurely in spring-fever fashion 
from one class building to another told 
the story of a haven of study to some 
3,500 students eager to prepare themselves 
for life pursuits of happiness, home and 
harmony. 

For College Students 

In the auditorium within the inviting 
Carolina Inn sat Dr. Ernest R. Groves, 
the director of the Conference and the 
guiding spirit of most marriage courses 
in colleges and universities; he was the 
presiding chairman for the first session of 
the four-day Conference on Conservation 
of Marriage and the Family. Mr. O. T. 
Binkley, professor of Religious Education 
at Wake Forest College, North Carolina, 
was discussing his theme, “Developing a 
Course in Marriage for College Men.” 

The discussions throughout the day cen- 
tered around the development of courses 
for college men and women, the junior 
college, and even down to the development 
of instruction in preparation for marriage 
and family life at the high school level. 
To this young pastor’s mind the discus- 
sions were stimulating as well as in- 
forming. 

The first day of the Sixth Annual Con- 
ference on Conservation of Marriage and 
the Family closed with an address on the 
“Criteria of Success in Marriage,” by Prof. 
E. W. Burgess, professor of sociology, 
teaching the course in The Family at the 
University of Chicago. In brief the criteria 
suggested are: (1) permanence; (2) hap- 
piness; (3) the expectations of society; 
(4) the degree of integration achieved; 
(5) the personality development of the 
husband, wife and children; (6) the ad- 
justment of husband and wife to each 
other. 

Religion and the Family 

The morning sun, the balmy breezes, the 
nodding blossoms welcomed the two hun- 
dred delegates to the second day of the 
conference. The entire morning was de- 
voted to that which especially interested 
the dozen or so ministers who traveled to 
North Carolina. Dr. Mason Crum, pro- 
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fessor of Religious Education at Duke 
University, opened the discussion with a 
paper on “Religion and the Family.” His 
theme emphasized the truth that youth 
may know the facts of life and still be 
unwise, ungracious, and unlovely. The 
mere impartation of information, is insuf- 
ficient. It is true that the knowledge of 
right and wrong is closely correlated in 
the home life. Yet this is most forceful 
when presented indirectly through the 
power and example of parents rather than 
by direct impartation of knowledge. Spir- 
itual values spring from parents who have 
a dynamic religion. The home is the most 
potent factor for developing motives. Much 
good would come today from the revival 
of family prayer and the family altar. 

The discussion—of vital interest to lay 
as well as ministerial delegates—was fol- 
lowed by a paper in “Ministerial Counsel- 
ing.” The Rev. Vincent Long of London— 
one of the best-known marriage coun- 
selors of Great Britain—was to discuss 
this subject, but due to developments in 
Europe he was unable to arrive in Amer- 
ica. It was, however, ably handled by the 
Rev. J. H. Marion of Durham, who com- 
mands the admiration of many of his com- 
munity who have sought his counsel. 


The Minister’s Responsibility 


In this brief report one cannot give a 
detailed account of his splendid advice. 
We can note in passing that there are cer- 
tain essential convictions necessary before 
ministerial counseling can be engaged in. 
“The minister,” he said, “can contribute to 
the field of marriage relationships some- 
thing that no other profession can give.” 
Therefore it is necessary that the min- 
ister give himself the best kind of training 
possible today. 

A pastor from Colorado Springs, Colo., 
allowed the delegates a look into the na- 
ture of his twelve-session courses for young 
people in his community. Likewise, the 
work of a rural pastor in North Carolina 
in the field of marriage and the family 
was given recognition. 

A lawyer from Detroit challenged the 
ministry to meet the problems of youth 
in preparing for marriage and family life, 
saying that the ministry—of all professions 
—has the greatest opportunity to advise 
and counsel. Yet, most of the delegates and 
visitors present expressed an overwhelm- 
ing opinion that the ministers were as a 
whole unprepared to meet this challenge. 
That challenge is still ringing in a certain 
pastor’s ears! 

In the afternoon the place of the Social 
Worker and Case Work was discussed. Dr. 
Robert Dickinson, an internationally known 
medical authority in the field of marriage, 
delighted the convention in his own char- 
acteristic way when he spoke on “Mar- 
riage Maladjustments” at the evening ses- 
sion, 

Thursday morning witnessed the 200 
delegates motoring to the nearby sister 
college (except in athletics where a bitter 
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rivalry prevails, but even then it can be 
sisterly), Duke University, to hear discus- 
sions from the standpoint of law (“Recent 
Trends in Domestic Law”) and medicine 
(“Pre-natal Care, Endocrinology, and 
Venereal Diseases”). The last session on 
Friday morning dealt with recent lit- 
erature in the field of marriage and the 
family. 

This Yankee pastor turned northward 
again, inspired by the very positive work 
being done in education, law, medicine, 
sociology and the ministry in the field of 
Marriage and the Family. The field is rel- 
atively new, yet its relative importance far 
exceeds its newness. That challenge of an 
unprepared ministry was still ringing in 
his ears. His mind went on a journey of 
possibilities: Perhaps—some day Marriage 
and Family life will not be so much of a 
hit and miss proposition; perhaps, some 
day more than a dozen ministers will be 
interested in a Conference on the Con- 
servation of Marriage and the Family; per- 
haps, some day pastors will really be giv- 
ing advice to young people faced with the 
greatest of life’s decisions; perhaps, some 
day there will be more thoughtful mar- 
riages because more pastors have given 
more thought to marriage and have also 
given young people a stimulus to more 
thought about the step they are taking; 
perhaps—well, we can’t forget those words: 
“The minister can contribute to the field 
of marriage relationships something no 
other profession can give.” 


TO MY WIFE 
A Fifty-seventh Anniversary Poem 


You walked in the garden at even, 
’Mid flowers, rich, blooming and rare; 
You paused by a half-opened rosebud, 
That hung trembling and beautiful there. 


Thinking of frosts in the winter, 
(E’en now was their breath in the air); 
You plucked the sweet rosebud so fragrant 
And pinned on your bosom so fair. 


Full op’ed then the rosebud its petals, 
In the warmth of your love and your 
care 
In beauty and perfume they reveled, 
As lovers their heart-treasures share. 


My love is the rosebud you gathered, 
And pressed to your heart long ago; 
It rests there, full blossomed, this moment, 
And shall bloom forever, I know. 
A. B, SHRADER. 


Laurel Springs, N. J. The Rev. Dr. Ross 
H. Stover, pastor of Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, will preach the ser- 
mon at the baccalaureate service of Fran- 
cis Military Academy, located in Laurel 
Springs and conducted by the Rev. Dr. 
A. T. B. Haines. Clergymen and congre- 
gations adjacent to Francis Military Acad- 
emy will be guests at this service June 9. 


Elmwood Park, Ill. Westwood Church, 
the Rev. Theodore W. Brosche pastor, 
beautified their church by decorating the 
auditorium, halls and nursery room, and 
placing new brass candlesticks and vases 
on the altar. 


ten Vhatsee Guild 


National Organization Formed in Philadelphia, Pa. 


A NEW organization which is expected to 
add greatly to the socio-religious value of 
the Lutheran Church, came into existence 
May 16, 1940 when more than 150 Lu- 
theran nurses from all parts of the United 
States gathered at a luncheon in Phila- 
delphia Pa., and agreed to organize “The 
National Lutheran Nurses’ Guild.” This 
organization is the result of a mutual de- 
sire expressed by many Lutheran nurses, 
individually and in local groups, for a 
fuller professional fellowship founded upon 
their common Christian faith. 

At the luncheon held at the Philadel- 
phian Hotel, in conjunction with the bien- 
nial convention of the National Nursing 
Organizations, an interesting challenge to 
retain Christian standards in nursing was 
sounded by Major Julia Flikke, RN., 
Superintendent of the U. S. Army Nursing 
Corp. 

A short address by Mary E. Markley, 
Litt.D., of the Board of Education, United 
Lutheran Church in America, set forth 
“What the Nurse Means to the Church,” 
and the antithesis was placed before them 
by Sister Ragna Nord, R.N., director of 
nurses, Lutheran Hospital, Chicago, who 
spoke on “What the Church Means to the 
Nurse.” 

Greetings Appreciated 


Letters of greeting from the president 
of Lutheran Church bodies were read as 
follows: 

The Rev. Dr. F. H. Knubel, president of 
The United Lutheran Church in America, 
in his greeting calls the nursing profes- 
sion “living pictures of one of the greatest 
ministries which woman specifically is 
created to render.” 

The Rev. Dr. E. M. Poppen, president 
of the American Lutheran Church, in giv- 
ing endorsement to the organization pro- 
posed, says: “In the world of today there 
are so many destructive forces at work 
that all constructive agencies need and 
deserve our approval and co-operation.” 

The Rev. Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, president 
of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, in 
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MAJOR JULIA O. FLIKKE, R.N., 
United States Army Nursing Corps, and 
MISS EDITH A. BERGQUIST, R.N., 
President of Lutheran Nurses’ Guild 


commending the new endeavor says, “The 
possibilities of ministry and service 
through young women who are conse- 
crated in their lives to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ at the sick bed and 
in other similar situations is far greater 
than many of us understand.” 

The Rev. Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, president 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and 
Adjacent States, in his greeting closes with 
a short prayer: “May God give you cour- 
age and strength for the months and years 
that lie ahead and may your ministry of 
nursing be the normal ministry which we 
have a right to expect in a country of 
peace rather than the abnormal ministry 
of nursing in a country at war.” 

Telegrams of greeting and commenda- 
tion were received from the Rev. Dr. P. O. 
Bersell, president of the Augustana Synod, 
and the Rev. Dr. T. O. Burntvedt, presi- 


OFFICERS OF 
NATIONAL 
LUTHERAN NURSES’ 
GUILD 
(Standing) Secretary 
Minnie M. Beltz, R.N., 
and Treasurer 
Elsa Nicolai, R.N. 


(Seated) President 
Edith A. Bergquist, 
between 
Vice-presidents 
Eline Kraabel and 
Mrs. W. J. Eck 
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dent of the Norwegian Free Church. 

Another interesting and important ap- 
proval was voiced in a letter from Mr. 
Carl M. Distler, president of the Board 
of Social Missions of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, who closed with the 
comment, “We welcome the inspiration 
which envisioned this association and co- 
operation and trust that its complete ful- 
fillment may soon be realized.” 

The Rev. Dr. G. H. Bechtold introduced 
Miss Leopoldine Gunther, R.N., who as a 
student nurse in 1902 secured permission 
from her superiors for Dr. J. F. Ohl, 
Superintendent of the Lutheran City Mis- 
sion, to conduct regular services for the 
student nurses and, in other ways, to serve 
as their pastor while they were away 
from home and in training. Dr. Bechtold 
stated that it was to Miss Gunther to 
whom the group now organizing could 
look as having given the first inspiration 
and action toward this great work. 

Following these greetings, resolutions 
petitioning that a national organization be 
formed were read by representatives of 
the local groups in Washington, D.C., Chi- 
cago, Ill., Milwaukee, Wis., Baltimore, Md., 
and Philadelphia, Pa. 

The call to organize was then presented 
by Miss Edith A. Bergquist, R.N., execu- 
tive secretary of the Illinois State Nurses’ 
Association, who very ably summarized 
the salutations and resolutions. The call 
was given unanimous approval. 


Officers Chosen 


Officers chosen were:—Miss Edith A. 
Bergquist, R.N., Chicago, Ill., president; 
Mrs. W. J. Eck, R.N., Washington, D. C., 
first vice-president; Miss Eline Kraabel, 
R.N., Spokane, Wash., second vice-presi- 
dent; Miss Minnie M. Beltz, R.N., Mil- 
waukee, secretary; Miss Elsa Nicolai, R.N., 
Philadelphia, Pa., treasurer. 

Miss Nicolai, who is acting chairman of 
the Philadelphia Guild, presided at the 
meeting. Miss Edith Mitchell, R.N., also of 
Philadelphia, served capably as toastmis- 
tress. The Invocation was by the Rev. P. L. 
Hegstrom of the Swedish Lutheran Church 
in Philadelphia, and the benediction was 
given by R. H. Gearhart, D.D., Lutheran 
Student Pastor of Philadelphia. The me- 
chanics of the affair were in the hands of 
the Rev. Dr. G. H. Bechtold and his two 
associates, the Rev. A. R. Chatten and the 
Rev. F. A. Smith. 

Only one point of embarrassment was 
noted. The registration committee asked 
each girl to which synod she belonged. 
They all knew they were Lutherans, but 
that was where it stopped with many. For 
a few minutes the pastors present were 
kept busy answering, “Can you tell me 
the synod to which I belong?” but, we 
repeat, they all knew they were Lu- 
therans. 

—F. A. Smrru, for Philadelphia Chapter, 

National Lutheran Nurses’ Guild. 


SPLENDID WORK BY WEST- 
ERN WOMEN 


To Laramig, up in “old Wyoming,” the 
women of the Rocky Mountain Synod 
journeyed to meet in their thirty-seventh 
annual convention May 7-9. In this wide- 
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spread synod, the men and women meet 
at the same time and place, coming to- 
gether for the evening services. Inci- 
dentally these conventions are events of 
the year to those of us who are separated 
through the year by hundreds of miles. 

The Rev. and Mrs. L. C. Soker and their 
members were ideal hosts, and from the 
time of our arrival, when we were met 
by the young people dressed in cowboy 
and cowgirl clothing, to the close of the 
concluding banquet, the hospitality of 
Trinity Church was in evidence. 

The theme of the convention was “Jesus 
Calls Us,” and the convention text, “Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do?” 

The guest speaker was Miss Mette K. 
Blair, home on a rest furlough from India. 
Her chief address was on “Conquering the 
White Plague in India.” She spoke at other 
times through the convention. 

Dr. M. A. Ritzen, superintendent of 
Tabitha Home, brought the plan for the 
campaign for $100,000 to be used for the 
erection of a new building for the aged 
and helpless. 

The $50,000 India Centennial Fund was 
presented, and the Rocky Mountain women 
will do their share. 

All departments’ showed that splendid 
work had been done through the year, 
and Mrs. C. A. Barnhart deserves much 
credit for the unique form in which their 
reports were presented. 

The delegates to the Des Moines Con- 
vention are to be Mrs. L. J. McBride and 
Mrs. H. J. Klemer. Several visitors expect 
to go also, 

The officers for the next year are: Pres- 
ident, Mrs. L. J. McBride; vice-president, 
Mrs. R. B. Wolf; secretary, Mrs. Edna 
Trout; treasurer, Mrs. C. C. Conger; statis- 
tician, Mrs. W. C.. Conradi. 

Mrs. O. F. WEAVER. 


“WORKERS WITH GOD” 


THE twenty-fourth biennial convention 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States was held in Trinity Church, Read- 
ing, Pa., Herman F. Miller, D.D., pastor, 
May 14-16. With the theme, “Workers To- 
gether with God,” directing the thought of 
all sessions, three hundred delegates and 
visitors from the nine conferences of the 
synod were present when the convention 
opened. Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, president 
of the Ministerium, preached the sermon 
at the opening Communion Service, and 
was assisted by Dr. Miller and the Rev. 
M. Leroy Wuchter of Wyomissing, pres- 
ident of the Reading Conference. 

Mrs. J. J. Neudoerffer, president, said in 
her report: “We should consider it a great 
privilege to be allowed to be called ‘work- 
ers with God.’ Let us determine as we go 
forth from this convention to prove our- 
selves worthy of bearing the title.” 

Mrs. Walter S. Wells of Reading was 
chairman of the committee on arrange- 
ments and Mrs. E. Carroll Schaeffer chair- 
man of the dinner committee. The conven- 
tion dinner was served at the Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel; 583 guests were seated 
when Mrs. Alfred Hesse, secretary of the 
Young Women, took charge of the pro- 
gram. The Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, con- 
sulting secretary on Promotion, spoke on 
“John Christian Frederick Heyer,” and 


Miss Alice Nickel on “Work Among the 
Sudras in India.” 

Mrs. L. K. Sanford of Lancaster reported 
$9,970 raised by Life Memberships. The 
twenty-three members of the 1939 grad- 
uating class of the Philadelphia The- 
ological Seminary as well as the class of 
1940 have received Life Memberships; the 
classes of the same years at Gettysburg 
Seminary have also been enrolled. All the 
professors of the Philadelphia Seminary 
are enrolled as Life Members. 

Mrs. Hilda Weiskotten Jaxheimer re- 
ported the sale of India lace amounting to 
$13,162. All presidents of Conference So- 
cieties gave encouraging reports and 
stressed the thought that courage and hope 
must go hand in hand. 

The speakers at the convention were as 
follows: Miss Ella Engel, secretary of The 
Children of the Church, “Children God’s 
Helpers”; Miss Elvira Strunk, missionary 
to China, “The New Hospice in China”; 
Miss Freda Hoh, missionary to Puerto 
Rico, “Fifteen Golden Bracelets”; Mrs. 
Oscar C. Schmidt, vice-president of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. 
C. A., “Impressions of My Visit to Puerto 
Rico”; F. L. Coleman, D.D., missionary to 
India. “The Indian Church”; the Rev. Fred 
J. Fiedler, superintendent of Inner Mis- 
sions, Reading, J. J. Scherer, D.D., Rich- 
mond, Va., Board of American Missions, 
and Dr. Gould Wickey, Washington, D. C., 
Board of Education, spoke of their work; 
Miss Nona Diehl, executive secretary of 
the Women’s Missionary Society, U. L. 
C. A., “Partnership Privileges”; Miss Mabel 
Dysinger, missionary to Africa, “Missions 
in Africa”; Samuel Lewis of the Virgin 
Islands and Rokura Yamauchi, students at 
the Philadelphia Theological Seminary, 
assisted in the program Tuesday evening. 


Officers for the Biennium 

President, Mrs. W. Gordon Williams, 
Forty-Fort, Pa.; vice-president, Mrs. J. J. 
Neudoerffer, West Hazleton; recording 
secretary, Mrs. C. A. Matthias, Columbia; 
statistical secretary, Mrs. W. R. Maberry, 
Schuylkill Haven; treasurer, Mrs. Louis 
C. Haas, Bethlehem; archivist, Mrs. Walter 
S. Wells, Reading. The officers were in- 

stalled by the Rev. M. Leroy Wuchter. 

Mrs. W. S. Dry. 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
LEADERSHIP SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


Tue first annual Leadership Summer 
School sponsored by the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod 
will be held June 
24-30 at the 
Covered Bridge 
Camp, Prospect, 
Ky. The work 
of setting up the 
school and its 
program has 
been in the 
hands of the 
Committee on 
Parish and 
Church Schools, 
of which the 


A . 4 i 
Peace) Po £ Ee 


Registrar 


23 


of Louisville, Ky., is chairman. Other 
members of the committee are the Rev. 
C. A. Robertson of Louisville, who was 
elected president of the synod at its recent 
convention, and who will serve as dean of 
the school; and 
the Rev. Howard 
Wessling of 
Wapakoneta, O. 

Members of 
the faculty and 
their courses will 
be the Rev. L. 
L. Spenny, Cov- 
ington, Ky., “The 
Congregation 
and Its Work”; 
the Rev. Ivan 
Heft, Louisville, 
“The Bible”; the 
Rev. Day B. 
Wertz, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., 
“The Christian Leader”; the Rev. H. C. 
Lindsay, Louisville, “The Doctrine of Re- 
demption”; the Rev. H. C. Castor, Nash- 
ville, “The Church Worker and His Per- 
sonal Life”; the Rev. J. H. Laughner, 
Louisville, “The Church Worker and His 
Group.” 

The afternoon will be given over to rec- 
reation, study and rest, and the evenings 
will have a varied program including mov- 
ing pictures of Lutheran Mission Fields by 
Dr. Ira R. Ladd; a community sing, by the 
Rev. A. Vernon Hess; and a pageant under 
the leadership of the Rev. F. O. Taafel. 
The Rev. D. M. Funk will preach Sunday. 

The purpose of the school is “to provide 
opportunity for additional training for 
leaders in church groups through courses 
accredited with the Parish and Church 
School Board of the U. L. C. A. and in- 
struction for persons who desire more ef- 
fective personal Christian living... .” 

The charge of $10 will cover all expenses 
of living. For special information write 
the Rev. Alfred Belles, registrar, 3811 West 
Broadway, Louisville, Ky. 


REV. C. A. ROBERTSON, 
Dean 


NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY 


THE ninetieth anniversary of Zion 
Church, Wheeling, W. Va., was marked 
with special services. The sermons were 
preached by two former pastors, the Rev. 
Philip J. Hoh of Egg Harbor City, N. J., 
and the Rev. S. K. Strauss of Holgate, 
Ohio. At Vespers the sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Charles G. Aurand, pastor of 
First Church, Wheeling. Large congrega- 
tions were present for both services. 

Zion is the oldest congregation in Wheel- 
ing. In 1938 a new Kilgen organ was in- 
stalled. Ever since 1927 Zion has paid its 
apportionment in full besides contributing 
liberally to all special causes and appeals. 
Despite the years of depression and loss 
of many industries in Wheeling, Zion has 
maintained a steady growth. 

Following the anniversary the member- 
ship is looking forward with great faith and 
under God’s blessing is seeking to go for- 
ward in these days of stress holding high 
the lamp of faith and trust and ministering 
to the spiritual needs of the community. 
The work in Zion is financed entirely by 
freewill offerings. A. C. E. Grotke, D.D., has 
been the pastor of Zion since June 1927. 
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Memorable Graduation Services 


A Distinguished Professor and an Esteemed Alumnus at 
Southern Seminary 


By Wynne C. Boliek 


COMMENCEMENT exercises for the Lu- 
theran Theological Southern Seminary, 
Columbia, S. C., were held May 14 and 15. 
The address at the annual alumni banquet 
on Tuesday was delivered by Dr. Oscar F. 
Blackwelder, Washington, D. C., of the 
class of 1920. The message emphasized the 
important place of the Church and its 
teaching in the world today. He said, “With 
the state of history so violently upset as 
at present, the task of preaching in the 
face of tragedy is exceedingly difficult and 
equally imperative. 

“We need a larger working formula for 
an expanding universe and tragic world 
today. The formula is not likely to come 
from one superman as in previous cen- 
turies, but through all united together in 
a spiritual democracy. Ours is the task of 
endeavoring to get man to see and be- 
lieve that something eternal is being done 
in the midst of this difficult world.” 

The banquet was held in the seminary 
dining hall and was attended by a large 
group of alumni and friends. The Rev. 
Earle Fisher of Greenville, Tenn., served 
as toastmaster. The Rev. L. Boyd Hamm 
of Kings Mountain, N. C., gave the toast 
“to our wives,” and Mrs. W. A. Reiser 
of Augusta, Ga., gave a toast “to our hus- 
bands.” Dr. E. C. Cooper, president of the 
seminary, introduced the special guests. 

The annual business meeting of the 
Alumni Association was held in the sem- 
inary chapel at 3.00 P. M. This was in 
charge of the Rev. V. R. Cromer, Concord, 
N. C., president, and the Rev. Palmer P. 
Pierce, Columbia, secretary-treasurer. 


Hajime Inadomi Addresses 
Mission League 


For the annual public program of the 
Student Mission League the address was 
delivered by the Rev. Hajime Inadomi, 
Kumamoto, Japan, of the class of 1921. He 
emphasized the difference between the 
living faith and living the faith. He said, 
“The first is inspired of God, the second 
is more man made. The life of the Chris- 
tian who experiences the living faith is 
not one to be ministered unto but to min- 
ister.” He told of many of his experiences 
with boys in the school of which he is in 
charge. He told of how witnessing for 
Christ has changed many lives which show 
that Christ is still performing miracles to- 
day. He declared his interest in high 
scholarship standards but said he was more 
concerned about the Spirit of Christ living 
in the hearts and souls of boys who come 
to his school. 

The address to the graduating class was 
delivered by Dr. W. H. Greever, secretary 
of the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. The topic of this thoughtful message 
was “The Concerns of the Church for Its 
Ministry.” The speaker said, “The church 
is concerned first of all with recruiting 
men for the ministry. This means more 
than just enrolling men for a period of 
training. The concern is about enlisting 


young men for the more effective service. 
Second concern is about the training of 
young men for the ministry. Our colleges 
and seminaries, feeling this concern, should 
realize the great importance of bringing 
young men face to face with revealed 
truth. Emphasis must ever be upon the 
Word of God. 

“A third concern of the Church is about 
the spirit of its ministry. The spirit of 
these men must be in harmony with God’s 
will. They need at all times the motivat- 
ing spirit of the in-dwelling Christ. The 
fourth concern of the Church is for the 
work of its ministry. This includes preach- 
ing the Word in its truth and purity. This 
means teaching so that Christian people 
may be rightly indoctrinated in Divine 
truth. This also includes wise counseling 
and guidance. The fifth concern of the 
Church is the discipline of its ministry 
which means both corrective and con- 
structive. The sixth concern of the Church 
is for the support of its ministry. The 
Church desires proper support in every 
sphere to make its ministry effective.” 

The service was led by the Rev. C. E. 
Norman of Raleigh, N. C., secretary of the 
Board of Trustees. Mrs. J. L. Morgan of 
Salisbury, N. C., presented each member 
of the graduating class with a life mem- 
bership certificate and pin from the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the United 
Lutheran Church. This was made possible 
by home congregations and individuals. 

A painting of the original home of the 
seminary, gift of the brothers, Dr. E. B. 
Keisler of Newberry, S. C., and the Rev. 
J. A. Keisler of Toms Brook, Va., was for- 
mally accepted at the final exercises. The 
house is the former home of Col. John 
Eichelberger, who gave use of a portion 
of it to the seminary when it was estab- 
lished in 1830, with the Rev. John G. 
Schwartz as the first and only professor. 


Calls Received 


President Cooper presented diplomas to 
the following. (The second location given 
after each name indicates where they 
have accepted calls): Luther Ballentine, 
Manassas, Va., Rural Retreat, Va.; John 
Barringer, Mount Pleasant, N. C., Hickory, 
N. C.; Clement Hahn, Mount Pleasant, 
N. C., Plains, Ga.; Ernest Misenheimer, 
Albemarle, N. C., Salisbury, N. C.; George 
Phillips, Salisbury, N. C., Hickory, N. C.; 
John Pless, Lexington, N. C., Lexington. 

The following members of the graduat- 
ing class have calls under consideration: 
Heyward Epting, Chapin, S. C.; Cline 
Harbinson, Maiden, N. C.; Paul Huddle, 
Bedford, Va. 

The attendance at all commencement 
exercises was exceedingly good. During 
the first year as president of the seminary 
Dr. Cooper has made remarkable progress 
in all the work. The curriculum has been 
revised and the financial condition greatly 
improved. Officials of the institution are 
looking forward to continued progress. 
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MAPLE LEAVES AND 
BEAVERS 


By the Rev. N. Willison, Litt.D. 


In the death of the Rev. Herman Sper- 
ling, Ph.D., pastor of St. Peter’s Church, 
Kitchener, Ontario, there has passed from 
the stage of the Canada Synod a pictur- 
esque figure. There was only one Dr. 
Sperling in Canada. He was a big man, 
physically and mentally, and he had the 
independence of spirit of his proportions. 
His view did not always find favor, but 
that mattered little to him. He was a 
powerful preacher and a resourceful pas- 
tor, and great developments took place 
in his congregation during his long pas- 
torate of twenty-seven years. 

St. Peter’s is the mother church of 
Kitchener and has a confirmed member- 
ship of approximately two thousand. The 
building is known locally as “the church 
with the revolving cross.” Some years ago 
an immense illuminated cross was placed 
on top of the tower. Under Dr. Sperling’s 
leadership a spacious and well furnished 
parish hall was erected. The church build- 
ing was redecorated and given new ap- 
pointments, and a large and beautiful par- 
sonage took the place of the old home. 
Kitchener and the Canada Synod will not 
seem the same without this energetic and 
rugged personality. His passing will be 
sincerely mourned and the sympathy of 
the church goes out to the bereaved widow 
and her family. 


Canadian Commencements 


Before these paragraphs are circulated, 
the seminaries at Waterloo and at Saska- 
toon will have held their graduation serv- 
ices—Waterloo on the 27th and Saskatoon 
on the 29th of May. It is an interesting 
coincidence that at both institutions the 
graduating class numbers three and in 
both cases a Waterloo alumnus is the 
preacher for the occasion. Perhaps in the 
not too distant future there may be an 
exchange of faculty members or graduates 
for such functions. That would stimulate 
our interest in our common Canadian Lu- 
theran possibilities and enterprises, Cana- 
dian Lutheran theological education has 
developed out of the need of the church. 
Waterloo began its work in 1911 and Sas- 
katoon inherited the work begun by Pas- 
tor Goos at Spruce Grove, Alberta, in 
1913. Because the Manitoba Synod began 
with pro-seminary instruction, the first 
graduates of the two institutions are 
farther apart than their beginnings— 
Waterloo granting its first diploma in 1914 
and Saskatoon giving two in 1922. The 
example set by the United Lutheran 
Church in Canada has undoubtedly influ- 
enced other general bodies, but not until 
last year were any definite steps taken. 
In September the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church entered into an agreement with 
the United Lutheran Church for co-oper- 
ative work at Saskatoon. The arrange- 
ment began auspiciously, and the first 
year has been completed most happily. At 
the convention of the Canada Conference 
of the Augustana Synod, held recently in 
Winnipeg, a resolution was unanimously 
passed to petition the Augustana Synod to 
seek from the United Lutheran Church an 
arrangement for co-operation at Saska- 
toon similar to that now in force with the 
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Norwegian Church. It is another step in 
the consolidation of theological work for 


all Lutheran bodies in the Canadian West 


and surely another step in the great prog- 
ress toward the practical realization of 
Lutheran unity in Canada. 


The Annual Convocation 


of the University of Saskatchewan was 
held May 10 with impressive ceremonies. 
The reports showed that the number of 
students in attendance during the past 
year was much larger than that of the 
previous year, the total registration total- 
ing more than five thousand. The uni- 
versity is well equipped and receives a 
grant from the Province of Saskatchewan 
of half a million dollars a year. Our 
seminary enjoys affiliation privileges and 
is represented on the Senate. So far the 
war has not interfered much with the 
educational program, but the President 
pointed out that it has affected the students 
in other ways to their harm. In recent 
years there has been among them a strong 
movement for the promotion of peace and 
international good will. The outbreak of 
the war has brought discouraging disil- 
lusionment and has weakened their con- 
fidence in traditional ideals. Their ex- 
perience is another hint to the Christian 
Church to strengthen the hands of her 
pastors and educators. Only a steadfast 
faith in Christ can withstand the insidious 
assaults of modern worldliness. 


GOPHER NOTES 
By the Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre 


Moruer Earth is again carpeted with her 
mantle of green. Filled with the vigor of 
life are also the congregations on the ter- 
ritory of the Central Conference of the 
Synod of the Northwest, We learn that 
Grace Church in Alden, served by the 
Rev. J. E. Dehaan, will have its jubilee 
appeal June 30. Grace Church’s property 
has recently been beautified under the 
supervision of a competent landscape 
gardener in the person of Mr. Martin 
Stuhr, father of Pastor Stuhr at Hartford, 
Wis. Shrubs and trees were donated by 
members of the parish. Pastor Dehaan 
was recently aided by his congregation in 
the purchase of a car. Congratulations, 
pastor and parish! 


May 5, First Church, Cannon Falls, cele- 
brated its fortieth anniversary. Overflow 
congregations attended both services. The 
president of synod, Dr. R. H. Gerberding, 
preached the sermon at the morning serv- 
ice on the subject, “Open Door.” At 


-the afternoon service, the Rev. A. C. P. 


Hays, a former pastor, preached and 
greetings were brought by many nearby 
pastors of various synodical groups. A 
combined choir from the churches at Red 
Wing, Goodhue, Zumbrota and Cannon 
Falls, and a Ladies’ Chorus from our 
church at Lakeville, sang several num- 
bers. The Rev. Harlon M. Miller has been 
the efficient pastor of this congregation 
for the past ten years. An offering of 
$250 was received which will be used to 
reduce the indebtedness of the church. 


Trinity, Lindstrom, served by the Rev. 
M. A. Haker, is making plans for its for- 
tieth anniversary next year. At St. John’s, 


Stacy, served also by Pastor Haker, a 
motorized organ has recently been pur- 
chased and extensive repairs have been 
made to the parsonage and property. 


Holy Communion Church, Minneapolis, 
served by the Rev. E. J. Wackernagel, re- 
ceived fifty-eight members from Holy 
Week through Pentecost. Pastor Wacker- 
nagel introduced the wearing of the alb 
on Easter, Pentecost and other festival 
occasions. At the recent meeting of the 
Central Conference Pastor Wackernagel 
was elected president, and The Rev. C. H. 
Bartsch vice-president. 


Richfield Church, Minneapolis, has re- 
cently made extensive repairs to the par- 
sonage. Pastor N. K. Feddersen, who 
serves this parish, will again serve as 
Dean at the Lutheran Lake Camp at 
Spicer, the week of August 4. 


Three cities on the territory of the Synod 
of the Northwest have mayors whose 
church connections are held in Northwest 
Synod congregations. One of these is the 
Hon. William A. Mossberg, mayor of Red 
Wing and superintendent of St. Paul’s 
Sunday school of Red Wing for twenty- 
four years. Mr. Mossberg’s father was 
superintendent of the Sunday school of the 
Swedish Lutheran Church in Red Wing 
for thirty years. Pastor E. F. Marker 
serves St. Paul’s. 


On the far west boundary of the Cen- 
tral Conference we have Salem and Spen- 
cer in South Dakota. A class of fifteen, 
the largest in many years, was recently 
confirmed in St. Matthew’s, Spencer, and 
a class of thirteen has been organized in 
Christ Church, Salem. After years of 
drought, prospects are bright this year for 
a harvest in view of excessive moisture. 
This summer, Christ Church will cele- 
brate its twenty-fifth anniversary. 


Redeemer Church, Minneapolis, served 
by the Rev. J. F. Marlatte, received 126 
members from Ash Wednesday through 
Pentecost. Of these thirty-nine were in 
the children’s confirmation class, twenty- 
eight in adult classes, and fifty-nine by 
letter and profession of faith. 


The Young Married People’s Group of 
Reformation Church, St. Paul, served by 
the Rev. F. H. Clutz, have recently pre- 
sented a floor lamp to the church parlors. 
During the months of May and June Pas- 
tor Clutz is preaching a series of sermons 
based on the Ten Commandments. 


On Pentecost, St. Luke’s, Oxboro, con- 
firmed the largest class in the congrega- 
tion’s history, there being sixteen boys 
and girls in the group. Twelve other souls 
were received into membership. Pastor 
J. R. Sonnenberg serves this splendid 
congregation. 

Faith Church, Winona, served by the 
Rev. H. D. Amundson, has an adult Bible 
class which meets every Friday afternoon. 
There are twenty-five in this class and 
it has been active for the past thirteen 
years. It has no dues and makes no spe- 
cial effort to raise money, yet it has paid 
for the music and the salary of the organ- 
ist and choir director for many years. 


St. John’s, Lakeville, had an increase of 
33 per cent in its current expense pledges 
for this year and an increase of 10 per 
cent to benevolences. 


Hand Work 


for Vacation Bible 
Schools 


Stimulates the interest of 
the pupils in the work of 


the school 
and 


Provides an excellent 
means of teaching im- 


portant lessons. 


Bible Picture series for 
coloring 


Bible and missionary 
cut-outs 


Poster pattern books 
Memory work 


Pictures for mounting. 


White for special 


catalogue on 


Hand Work 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS 
PHILADELPHIA 


CHICAGO COLUMBIA, S.C. PITTSBURGH 
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DISASTER TURNS TO 
BLESSING 


JaNuaARY 8, 1939, the seventy-one-year- 
old, remodeled church of Friedens congre- 
gation, Gibsonville, N. C., and educational 
plant were completely destroyed by fire. 
While the ruins were still smouldering on 
that Sunday morning, the faithful congre- 
gation met in the cemetery across the road 
and voted to have a meeting the following 
Sunday in the high school for the purpose 
of laying plans for rebuilding. 

At this congregational meeting a build- 
ing committee was appointed and given 
power to proceed. A designer from the 
congregation was appointed and in a very 
few days eighty men, ten teams, three 
tractors, five trucks, a sawmill and a 
planer were on the grounds; 80,000 feet of 
lumber was given by the congregation, 
and the remainder necessary was pur- 
chased by the committee. The brick-laying 
and much of the interior finish was done 
by sub-contractors. 

Less than five months after the fire the 
new, larger and better plant was completed 
and the congregation, realizing that they 
had far exceeded their own expectations, 
entered their new home with great re- 
joicing. And it was paid for! 

Because of gifts and the manner in 
which the plant was built the splendid 
co-operation on the part of the pastor, the 
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Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 


Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries — Fabrics 


‘ Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
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COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


"RGEISSLER. INC, 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITOL 
VISIT 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


CHURCH 
14TH and N STREETS, N. W. 
MORNING SERVICE: 11:00 A. M. 
Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., Pastor 


Rev. John L. Morgan, the building com- 
mittee, the designer and the congrega- 
tion, no one will ever know the real value 
of the structure; but contractors and other 
builders have estimated the cost in the 
neighborhood of $35,000. 

The church is of Colonial design and is 
constructed of red brick. There are an 
auditorium, twelve Sunday school rooms, 
basement, and assembly room. The heat- 
ing plant is of the air-conditioning type, 
and the windows are of art glass and were 
placed as memorials. 

April 21, 1940, the cornerstone was laid 
and the church and educational building 
were dedicated by the pastor. The pres- 
ident of the United Synod of North Caro- 
lina, Dr. J. L. Morgan, preached the ser- 
mon and assisted in the services. 

In the afternoon Prof. J. H. Joyner read 
a brief history of the 195-year-old congre- 
gation, and letters of greeting from former 
pastors were read by the pastor. Greet- 
ings were brought by the following pas- 
tors: Dr. E. Fulenwider, D. I. Offman, 
E. A. Shenk, C. E. Norman, C. L. Shipton, 
Roscoe Fisher and Dr. A. M. Knudsen; 
and greetings were read by Professor Rob- 
inson, J. R. Smith and Miss Ruth Moser. 

The old pews in Friedens were saved 
from the fire, and new chancel furniture 
was finished in ivory and edged oak to 
match the walls and old furniture. In 
addition to the above plant a new sexton’s 
home has been built on the grounds. 


THE OLD SERVES THE NEW 


Tue following is the story of an experi- 
ment in saving old congregations by 
placing them so that they can serve new 
fields without losing their identity or their 
old membership. 

“With the dedication of Bethesda Church 
near New Kensington, Pa., recently, comes 
one possible answer to the question, What 
next?” writes the pastor, the Rev. Theo- 
dore Althof. He continues: “Bethesda is 
ninety years old. This is the second time 
she has relocated to meet the changing 
demands of the years. Originally the 
church was begun by the Rev. David Ear- 
hart and served Lutherans from both sides 
of the Allegheny River where Springdale 
and Tarentum are now flourishing towns, 
and from a radius of ten miles on the south 
bank of the river. This was 1850-1862. 

“As more settlers came to the Pittsburgh 
district, the Lutherans in Tarentum and 
Springdale withdrew to build their own 
churches. This threw the center of the 
membership about four miles east near a 
small settlement called Markel. Being 
pioneers and used to pulling up their 
stakes, the members that were left built 
a new church back in the country near the 
center of their parish in 1864, Here the 
congregation flourished for many years and 
in many ways fostered Lutheranism in the 
Allegheny Valley. 


Migration Cityward 


“But the years again brought change. 
The sons of the men who had built the 
first and second churches left the farms 
to work in the cities round about. Grad- 
ually the membership dwindled to a hand- 
ful of faithful ones. In the meantime New 
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Kensington had grown to be the Aluminum 
City. The workers and executives sought 
home sites, and the city began to grow out 
along the level farmland on either side of 
the Leechburg Road. The city grew nearer 
and nearer to Bethesda Church, but 
Bethesda hardly knew it, for between the 
paved road and the people she should 
have served were two miles of dirt road. 

“Pastor Paul Tau had tried to establish 
Sunday schools among these people in 
1924 and they came willingly; but several 
misfortunes and the lack of real backing 
doomed these ventures to failure.” 

When Mr. Althof arrived as pastor of 
the Westmoreland Parish in 1936 he found 
twenty-two members. How to preserve 
this old congregation and at the same time 
have it serve the community became his 
problem. With the aid of the Board of 
American Missions and the officers of the 
Pittsburgh Synod students were sent to 
canvass the new field. They brought back 
a favorable report, and these people wanted 
a new church of their own. 


Financial Support 


The next problem was where to get the 
funds to move the old church or build a 
new one. The prospect was far from en- 
couraging. But in 1938 Dr. P. H. R. Mullen, 
superintendent of the synod, informed 
them that he had enough money for a lot. 
After securing a location, and with the aid 
of a loan from the Board of American 
Missions, September 3, 1939, ground was 
broken for the new building. Pastor 
Althof worked with the rest to dig the 
cellar and erect the steel work. The upper 
structure is of concrete cinder block. The 
first Sunday in 1940 the group began 
meeting in the basement of the church, 
and attendance records increased rapidly. 
Many people who had been hearing of the 
new church began to realize that it was 
really becoming a fact. The attendance 
has increased to 110 and the Sunday school 
enrollment to 108. 

Mr. Harry Kunkle, a former member, 
offered to pay the cost of plastering the 
interior, and the little church was finished 
and ready for occupancy. The total cost 
of building was about $10,000. 

Thus on the ninetieth anniversary a new 


‘chapter began in the history of Bethesda. 


Not only an old congregation, but an old 
parish has been saved from the fate that 
has overtaken many historic congrega- 
tions—extinction. A new field is being 
reached with the gospel, and in that sense 
a new church is being established. An 
adequate building has been erected with- 
out overburdening and discouraging the 
nucleus of old and new members. 


THANKS TO THE EVERY 
MEMBER VISITATION 


A MEETING of the heads of the auxiliaries 
of St. Paul’s Church, Clinton, Iowa, called 
May 7 for the purpose of surveying the 
financial condition of the congregation, 
revealed some pleasing information. The 
current indebtedness, which in July 1939 
amounted to $1,600, is now paid. The 
monthly income of the congregation has 
been stabilized and made adequate for 
the needs of the church through the Every 
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Member Visitation held last fall, and 75 
per cent of the congregation are now con- 
tributing regularly. During the last fifteen 
months $5,850 has been raised as “special,” 
and has been used to reduce the indebted- 
ness of the church property and to re- 
model the parsonage. The church debt now 
stands at $13,800. 

The accession of 256 baptized members, 
of whom 139 were confirmed members, to- 
gether with the fine record of the last 
fifteen months and the bright prospect of 
the future moved this group of leaders to 
urge the council for a plan to remove the 
indebtedness on the church. A three-year 
plan to comply with this request will be 
put in operation by the council beginning 
June 1. The congregation has doubled its 
benevolences since the visitation last fall. 
The Rev. Carl V. Tambert has been the 
pastor since January 1939. 


ADVANCE STEP TAKEN 


May 11 the Wartburg Orphans’ Farm 
School Board took action looking toward 
the erection of a hospital unit addition to 
the Marie Louise Heins Home for the 
Aged. The addition will house two hos- 
pital rooms of semi-private type, a nurse’s 
room and an examination room. The en- 
tire plumbing system will be modernized, 
and running hot and cold water installed 
in each room. On the first floor a dental 
office will be installed, and a physical ex- 
amination office for the children. The 
Board also took action to employ an at- 
tending physician at a regular salary. 

Arrangements are being made for 125 
children to go to the Gould Foundation 
Camps this summer. 

Mr. William H. Steinkamp was unan- 
imously re-elected president of the Board; 
thus he enters upon the twenty-seventh 
year of service in this office. 

The new hospital unit will be a living 
memorial to Mr. C. F. Christopher Muller, 
who recently remembered the Wartburg, 
located in Mt. Vernon, N. Y., with a sub- 
stantial bequest. The Rev. Dr. Herman 
Brezing is superintendent of this splendid 
institution of mercy in our Church. 


~ NINETY-FIVE YEARS OLD 


Philadelphia, Pa. May 5 the ninety-fifth 
anniversary of Bethanien Church was ob- 
served with a week of special services and 
gatherings. At the Sunday school hour 
the superintendents of Grace and Epiphany 
Lutheran Sunday schools brought greet- 
ings, and at the morning service the pas- 
tor, the Rev. Sigmund von Bosse, preached 
on “Your Bethany and Mine.” Greetings 
were extended by Mr. Fred M. Haberlein, 
president of the congregation. 

Social evenings were enjoyed Tuesday 
and Wednesday with greetings from Pas- 
tors Wilhelm Herrmann, D.D., Kurt B. 
Molzahn and Emil R. W. Schlick, and Pas- 
tors William Cooper, Henry Wacker and 
C. M. Bates. The Ladies’ Aid sponsored 
the former gathering and the Sunday 
school the latter. Sunday evening, May 
12, the Luther League held their meeting 
with Mr. Fred Feigel as their speaker. 


PARADISE FALLS 
LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION 
DINNER 


Tue twelfth annual spring dinner of the 
Paradise Falls Lutheran Association held 
in Strawbridge & Clothiers’ diningroom, 
marked a new high watermark both in 
attendance and program. By attracting 
members from many sections of Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey the committee was 
able to give an added touch of sociability 
to the gathering and provide the members 
with information to increase their loyalty 
to the Association as well to give them 
the talking points needed to interest other 
Lutherans in this Pocono Mountain resort. 

In the absence of the president, the Rev. 
H. S. Kidd, who was unable to atterid 
because of sickness, the Rev. Bela Shetlock 
acted as chairman and introduced the Rev. 
Dr. Paul J. Hoh of the Philadelphia The- 
ological Seminary, who acted as toastmas- 
ter. By free use of his poetic ability, he 
called on the successive speakers by means 
of short descriptive poems based on the 
work of the individual in the Association’s 
official family. The Rev. William H. C. 
Lauer of Philadelphia offered the invoca- 
tion, the Rev. Dr. W. Herrmann led the 
singing and Rev. Dr. Ivan Hagedorn 
brought greetings from friends to the 
members of the Paradise Falls Association. 
The treasurer-manager, Mr. Erwin Moyer, 
brought the news that 800 feet of Pennsyl- 
vania’s official propaganda film to be sent 
all over the United States to attract visi- 
tors to Pennsylvania, is devoted to show- 
ing the beauties of Paradise Falls. Last 
year, Warner Brothers, in their film on 
the beauties of Pennsylvania, selected 
Paradise Falls and Buck Hill Falls as the 
two most scenic spots in the Poconos. The 
Rev. H. C, Cressman of: Allentown spoke 
on the future of the girls’ camp, whose 
registration to date exceeds that of any 
year and the Rev. Fr. Flothmeier dis- 
closed the plans for the lake and its added 
facilities for 1940. 

The Arion String Ensemble gave three 
groups of highly appreciated musical 
numbers. 

A birthday cake was presented to the 
Honorable Raymond Raff, Collector of the 
Port of Philadelphia, in honor of his sev- 
enty-fifth birthday. Mr. Raff gave the first 
section of land to start the Paradise Falls 
Lutheran Association and earned for him- 
self the gratitude of the Lutherans inter- 
ested in the establishment of a Christian 
vacation spot in the Poconos as well as 
gaining the title, “Father of Paradise 
Falls.” 

The program closed with technicolor 
pictures of Paradise Falls taken by Alfred 
Crawford and technicolor pictures of the 
Philadelphia Mummer’s Day parade 
through the courtesy, of Mr. Carl Finger 
of Philadelphia. 

The announcement was made that here- 
after Paradise Falls will be a regular stop 
for the Greyhound buses from Philadel- 
phia and New York. This special service 
will begin June 15 and continue for the 
season. 

The committee in charge of the program 
consisted of the Rev. Bela Shetlock, chair- 
man, the Rev. Fr. Flothmeier, Frank Muel- 
ler, Erwin W. Moyer and H. E. Jacobs, all 
of Philadelphia. 
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ROYAL 
FOLDING 
CHAIRS | 


MOST COM- 
PLETE LINE 
for church and 
every use. 


2. 
ALL MODELS 


of them for 
10 years. 


3. 
ONE LOW 
PRICE. 


Flexible channel construction 
with saddle-shaped seat: 


$1.19* 


4, 
24-HOUR 
SHIPMENT in 
standard taupe 
finish. 


FREE 
SAMPLES 
submitted for 
trial and in- 

spection. 


Angle steel con- 
struction with 
saddle-shaped steel 
seat: 


$1.39* 


No. 643 
Tubular construction with saddle-shaped 
steel seat: 


$1.69 


*In quantities of 100 or more. 
Prices f.o.b. Michigan City, Ind. 
Extra for rubber feet, Available with roll- 
formed tempered Masonite seat or uphol- 
stered seat at slightly higher prices. 


ROYAL METAL MFG. CO. 


173 N. Michigan Ave,, Dept. M-3, CHICAGO 
New York Los Angeles Toronto 
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Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. 


(CO-EDUCATIONAL) 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran 


Church of North Carolina 


STANDARD “A” GRADE INSTITUTION 
Fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges. 


A.B. and B.S. DEGREES 


PRE-PROFESSIONAL, TEACHERS, COMMERCIAL 


Lenoir Rhyne College - - 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 


ALSO ATTEND 


The First English Lutheran Church 


Geary between Gough and Octavia Sts. 
Rev. John R. Broyer, Ph.D., Archd., Pastor 
MORNING ORDER 11 A. M. 


World’s Fair Visitors 


INCARNATION 


Lutheran Church 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Rev. Harold S. Miller, Pastor 


SERVICE 11 A. M. 


FOURTH AVE. at FIFTY-FOURTH ST. 
B. M. T. 53rd St. Station Church at Exit 


Phone Windsor 9-7419 


HOLY TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


1080 MAIN STREET 
Near Heart of City 


BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
The Rev. Henry J. Pflum, D.D., Pastor 
The Rev. Wm. R. Fairman, Asst. Pastor 
SSUNGAY CHOON aossrecersssttisastccrcetierss 9.30 A. M. 
Morning Worship oecccscsssesssseeserees 10.45 A. M. 
We invite all visitors to Niagara Frontier 
to worship with us. 


Welcome to Los Angeles, Califarnia 
vIPT TES and to 
_ ‘THE FIRST 
ENGLISH 


LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


a Mi 


3119 W. Sixth St. 


David R. Huber, 
D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of 
the Wilshire 
district. 


Morning Worship 
11:00 A. M. 


AND MUSIC COURSES 


Expenses $356.00 to $380.00. 
For information and catalogue, write 


P. E. MONROE, President 
Hickory, N. C. 


A NEW LUTHER LEAGUE 


Tue first convention of the Allentown 
Conference Luther League was held in 
historic St. Peter’s Church, Allentown, 
Pa., Saturday afternoon, May 4. The Rev. 
F. A. Posselt informed the delegation of 
the historic background of the church, re- 
lating that the statue of Martin Luther in 
the churchyard was the first and one of 
the only four likenesses in the Americas 
today. There were 111 delegates registered. 
Delegates and visitors totaled 177, and 29 
Leagues of the conference were repre- 
sented. 

Mr. Mahlon Hellerich, president of the 
local League, extended a cordial welcome 
and said that their League was proud to 
entertain the first convention of this or- 
ganization. Conference president, Clara 
E. Schleicher, responded to the greeting 
in behalf of the group. 

George A. Eichler, Ph.D., superintendent 
of schools in Northampton and president 
of the Brotherhood of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, spoke on “Real Values.” St. 
Peter’s Junior Choir sang a fine musical 
program under the direction of Mrs. 
Dorothy Erdell. The departmental pro- 
gram was presented in a short skit, “The 
Luther League and the Christian Life.” 

The synodical convention appeal was 
made by the chairmen of committees. 

The following officers were re-elected: 
Clara E. Schleicher, president; George 
Berg and Adolph Pezoldt, vice-presidents; 
Katherine Frickert, recording secretary; 
Althea Carl, corresponding secretary; Mar- 
garet Christ, treasurer; Thelma Fritchman, 
archivist; LeRoy Dietrich, statistician. 

After the business and devotional meet- 
ings, St. Peter’s League served a fellow- 
ship dinner in the gymnasium, which was 
attended by one hundred delegates and 
visitors. 

In the evening the Senior League of the 
local church presented a play which was 
greatly enjoyed by the conference. 


PENSIONS AND YOUTH 
CONSIDERED 


The Philadelphia District of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod assembled for its 
spring meeting April 22, at St. Paul’s 
Church, Lansdowne, Pa., the Rev. Maurice 
R. Gortner pastor. The church building 
had just recently been completed and ded- 
icated. The atmosphere of the new church 
was conducive to the spirit of the organ- 
ization of a new district. The Rev. Dr. C. P. 
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Swank, superintendent of synodical mis- 
sions of the synod, preached the sermon, 
and Communion was administered by the 
officers of the district. 

Several new members were welcomed 
by the president, A. C. Kanzinger, D.D., . 
of Ardmore. The pastors who have entered 
the district since the last meeting are: the 
Rev. Paul W. Kapp, Audubon, N. J.; the 
Rev. Carl E. Yost, Collingdale; the Rev. 
Clarence Miller, Downingtown; the Rev. 
Stuart P. Garver, Friesburg, N. J.; the 
Rev. Charles F. Trunk, Jr., Phoenixville; 
the Rev. John Heller, Yeadon. Since this 
was the first meeting of the former Phila- 
delphia Conference since the organization 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, it was 
voted that the group organize as the Phila- 
delphia District, and that the present of- 
ficers be the temporary officers of the dis- 
trict and present a constitution at the next 
meeting. The officers are: A. C. Kanzinger, 
D.D., president; the Rev. Robert Keeler, 
treasurer; and the Rev. Martin L. Tozer, 
secretary. 

The Rev. L. M. Wallick presented a 
paper, “A Study of the Common Service 
Book.” 

The afternoon session began with de- 
votions by the Rev. Robert D. Hershey, 
S.T.D., of Ambler, Pa. The pension work 
of the church was discussed by Mr. Harry 
Hodges, executive secretary of the Board 
of Ministerial Pensions and Relief. The 
inadequacy of the present system prompted 
Mr. Hodges to urge the Church to take 
immediate steps toward the institution of 
a contributory pension system. Mr. B. B. 
Slifer, president of the Board, was present 
and spoke of the need for prompt action. 

“The Synod’s Program for Young Peo- 
ple” was the subject of a brief paper writ- 
ten by the president of the synod, Dr. 
M. R. Hamsher, and read by the secretary 
of the district. The Rev. Roy Yund spoke 
of the possibilities of effective work 
through the agency of the Luther League. 

The Rev. Ivan H. Hagedorn, S.T.D., of 
Philadelphia, preached the sermon at the 
Vesper Service on “Giants in These Days.” 
Dr. Hagedorn stressed the need today for 
giants in the realm of spiritual things. A 
representative number of clergymen and 
several laymen were present for most of 
the sessions, Martin L, Tozer, Sec. 


EFFECTIVE WORK AT NEW 
CUMBERLAND 


New Cumberland, Pa. The thirtieth an- 
niversary of St. Paul’s Church, the Rev. 
Elwood S. Falkenstein pastor, was cele- 
brated with services May 5-12. The cele- 
bration began with the spring rally of the 
Sunday school. The anniversary message 
was brought by Dr. Charles P. Wiles, 
editor of the Parish and Church School 
Board, at the morning service. In the eve- 
ning the pastor preached the sermon, 

During the week, “The Unlighted Cross,” 
a play, was presented, followed by pic- 
tures of Camp Nawakwa and a social hour; 
a dinner was held with charter members 
and recent accessions to membership as 
honor guests. 

Sunday morning, May 12, Miss Nona M. 
Diehl, executive secretary of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A, 


June 5, 1940 


brought the message, and in the evening 
the pastor added members by confirmation 
and otherwise—and preached a sermon 
particularly appropriate to this group. 

Pastors of this congregation since its or- 
ganization May 1, 1910, have been Aidtkin 
G. Wolf, Dr. David S. Martin, Howard K. 
Hilner, John H. Lehn, and the present pas- 
tor since October 1, 1928. One son of the 
congregation, the Rev. Carl Black of Hunt- 
ingdon, W. Va., has entered the ministry. 

St. Paul’s has a present membership of 
471 baptized, 334 confirmed and 250 com- 
muning members. The Minutes of the West 
Pennsylvania Synod and of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod reveal that this con- 
gregation has the record of meeting its 
apportioned benevolences for the support 
of institutions of the church and the gen- 
eral work with only a few exceptions. 
They have steadily reduced the indebted- 
ness which was incurred by the building 
operations of 1928 and the purchase of the 
organ a year later. At the same time they 
have kept the building in excellent con- 
dition, and added equipment and made 
minor improvements which have con- 
tributed to effective work. It is hoped that 
the entire indebtedness will be removed 
before the observance of the thirty-fifth 
anniversary. The congregation is well or- 
ganized, and its auxiliaries are active in 
the work for women, youth, children and 
men of the Church. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Louisville, Ky. Trinity Church recently © 


celebrated the eighteenth anniversary of 
the pastorate of Ira R. Ladd, D.D., in this 
congregation. Twenty-five new members 
were received at Easter, and attendance 
for the year was the best in the history 
of the congregation. New pews are being 
installed in the rear of the church audi- 
torium, formerly a Sunday school room. 
New Junior and Intermediate departments 
with equipment have been installed in the 
basement of the Sunday school building. 

Fifteen copies of THe LurHreran have 
been subscribed for by the Luther League. 
Dr. Ladd has accepted the presidency of 
Shakertown, Inc., being one of seven 
members of a self-perpetuating board, of 
a property at one time worth over a mil- 
lion dollars. Buildings, farm property, and 
trades are being rapidly restored. It is 
hoped that this will ultimately become one 
of the leading charities of Kentucky. Here 
and at nearby Harrodsburg, Lutheranism 
started in the Old Stone Church and spread 
to other parts of Kentucky. 


Mansfield, Ohio. Dr. G. E. Swoyer, pas- 
tor of First Church, reports that the con- 
firmation class this year was the largest 
in the history of the congregation, and 
numbered fifty-eight, twelve of whom 
were baptized. A total of sixty-eight adults 
were also received into membership, mak- 
ing a total membership of nearly 2,600 
persons. The church has a seating capacity 
of 1,700 and was filled for the Palm Sun- 
day and Easter services. In order to keep 
this year’s confirmation class intact, each 
communion until next Easter the class will 
commune as the first group at the altar. 

First Church supports John C. Finefrock, 
D.D., of India, as their foreign mission 


pastor, and the Rev. Karl Wulf of Alberta, 
Canada, as their home mission pastor. At 
each meeting of the church council one 
of the members presents a chapter from 
Dr. Bagger’s book, ‘40,000 Strong.” 

Eight sons of this congregation are now 
in the gospel ministry. At the meeting of 
the synod in Youngstown, Ohio, Mr. 
Richard Smith was ordained, the ninth son 
to enter this high calling. Dr. Swoyer 
preached the ordination sermon. 

May 26 Mr. Smith preached in First 
Church and the Luther League presented 
him with a silk robe, in the purchase of 
which other organizations of the congre- 
gation participated. Mr. Smith has ac- 
cepted a call to become pastor of Messiah 
Church, Constantine, Mich. 

Year after year, this church pays its ap- 
portionment in full, believing that this is 
one of the very best ways to help build 
the Kingdom of God. 


Newville, Pa. St. Paul’s Church, the Rev. 
Robert C. Benner pastor, dedicated a 
Christian and an American flag which 
were gifts of the Sunday school. A beau- 
tiful brass altar desk, presented by The 
Children of the Church, was dedicated 
April 14. 

Grace Church, 


Peoria, Ill. the Rev. 


Walter L. Wilson pastor, burned its mort- 


gage at an impressive service April 21. For 
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PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 


GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 


SUNDAY 

SERVICES 
9:30 A. M, 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


MORNING 
SERVICE 
Broadcast over 
Staa WJ AS 


Francis Military Academy 


Fourth Grade through College Preparatory. 
Two separate schools. Accredited. Small classes. 
Conversational method. All athletics. Master for 
every ten boys. Non-sectarian. Tuition unusually 
low. Half hour from Philadelphia. Catalog. Box 
266A. Laurel Springs, New Jersey. 


ALSO SUMMER SCHOOL AND CAMP 


MARION COLLEGE 


Accredited Junior College and High School 
in famous “blue grass’ region of Virginia. 
Liberal arts, Pre-library, Pre-nursing, Pre- 
journalism, Pre-social work, Education, Busi- 
ness Education, Home Economics, Music, 
Speech. Hap PPY. home and social life in at- 
mosphere of Southern culture. 67th year. 


e and view- 
» Marion, Va. 


Rates, $425.00 to $485.00. Catalo 
book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box 


cARE IN THE YEARS TO COME 


The years until your youngest child is grown, will be the critical 
period in the life of your family, should they suddenly be deprived 


of your active support. 


You can make sure they will find a check in the mail every month 
during this period. Ask our representative for complete information 


or write us direct. 


LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Home Office 


WAVERLY, IOWA 


Founded 1879 


Without obligation tell me how I can insure personal care for my family in years to come. 


POU hove en a 
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THE ONLY LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY EXCLUSIVELY FOR LUTHERANS 
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PARADISE FALLS 


The Improved Wright 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 


Used in Sunday schools, chapels, etc., to di- 
vide class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. 
Sound-proof as wood partitions. Economical. 
Now in use in many churches. It is the most 
successful rolling partition obtainable. 

Large Velour Curtains a specialty. 

For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 

WRIGHT & GAMBER, Lebanon, Pa. 

John G. Wright, Prop. 


“Endorsed by Leading Architects” 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TROY, NYY. 
AND 
220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


BELLS 
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Aeolian-Skinner 


ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 
Boston, Mass. 
Bible Markers . . 


CHUTGHH es bes 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


EMBROIDERIES 


CHURCH 


PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 


ART Uy 
Studio3 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 

The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


Ten miles north of Stroudsburg, Penna., on 
Route 90. An ideal place to spend a rest- 
ful vacation in a Christian environment. 


NESTLEDOWN INN and LODGES 


OPEN FROM MAY 4 to SEPTEMBER 22 
Homelike atmosphere. Rates reasonable. 
Boating, bathing, tennis, golf, quoits, 

outdoor shuffle-boards, horseback riding, 
fishing and hunting in season. Movies and 
socials. Cottages For Rent and For Sale. 


Greyhound Buses stop at Paradise Falls. 


PARADISE FALLS LUTHERAN ASS’N. 
Paradise Falls, Cresco P. O., Pa. 
Erwin W. Moyer, Manager. 


the past seven years the mortgage has 
been reduced annually, and through the 
thoughtful provision of Mr. S. T. Weber, 
who left a sum in his will to the congre- 
gation, the entire mortgage has now been 
paid. 


Riverdale, Md. Early in April, with the 
help of the Rev. George H. Eveler and the 
president of the Brotherhood of the Mary- 
land Synod, Mr. Martin A. McGrory, the 
men of St. John’s Church organized a 
Brotherhood. Mr. Arthur Grauholm was 
elected president. The last Sunday eve- 
ning in April President McGrory installed 
the new officers and made. plain to the 
congregation the aims of the new organiza- 
tion. The following Monday evening the 
new auxiliary held its first regular meet- 
ing and are now ready for action. 


Springfield, Ill. On Palm Sunday the 
twelve surviving members of the twenty- 
four members of the confirmation class of 
1890 were specially honored by Grace 
Church on the golden anniversary of their 
confirmation. The Rev. A. Burd Argan- 
bright is pastor of the congregation. Eight 
were able to be present. Among the mem- 
bers of the class are Miss Annie Sanford, 
missionary to India, three missionary so- 
ciety presidents, and others still active in 
the work of the church. Grace Church 
will observe its centennial September 19, 
1941. 


OBITUARY 


Benjamin Franklin Grenoble, D.D. 


pastor emeritus of Amity Lutheran Church, 
Lena, Ill., passed away at his home in Freeport, 
Ill., Saturday night, May 11, following a heart 
attack. 

The funeral service was conducted at Amity 
Church, Lena, Tuesday afternoon, May 14. The 
Rev. W. C. Satre of Lena and the Rev. G: J. 
Curran of Freeport conducted the service, and 
interment was made in the Lena Cemetery. 
Dr. Grenoble selected his own funeral text: 
“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation.” Luke 2: 29, 30. 

Benjamin Franklin Grenoble was born March 
27, 1857, near Zion, Centre County, Pa., the 
son of Philip and Hannah Grenoble. He re- 
ceived his preliminary education in Pine Grove 
Mills and Penn Hall academies, after which he 
taught school for four years. In August 1879 
he entered Wittenberg Theological Seminary, 
from which he was graduated in 1881. 

May 1 of that year he accepted the Lutheran 
charge of Hiawatha and Pleasant Valley in 
Dickinson County, Kansas. He was ordained to 
the gospel ministry October 9, 1881, by the 
Kansas Synod. During his active forty-eight 
years in the ministry in addition to his first 
charge he served pastorates at Oxford Junction, 
Iowa; Iowa City, Iowa; Newton, Iowa; Camden, 
Ind.; Constantine, Mich.; Immanuel Church, 
Chicago, Ill.; Metropolis, Ill.; and Lena, Ill. He 
served the latter charge sixteen years and then 
retired, moving to Freeport. He continued _to 
serve the Church as supply minister. Dr: 
Grenoble’s years of retirement were active ones, 
and during these ten years he preached 300 
Sundays in thirty-six different churches, eigh- 
teen being of the Lutheran denomination and 
eighteen non-Lutheran. 

He was united in marriage June 7, 1882, to 
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Emma K. Hassler at Hiawatha, Kan. To this 
union four children were born: Herbert, Rich- 
mond, Va.; Edna, Highland Park, Ill.; Mrs. 
Mary Whitcomb, New York City; and Olive of 
Freeport, Ill. His wife also survives. There 
are five grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 
Dr. Grenoble served in many important ca- 
pacities in the life of the church besides his 
congregational work. He was a delegate to the 
general conventions seven times; served asa 
director of Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio; was president of the Northern I[linois 
Synod as well as a member of many important 
committees of the synod. Dr. Grenoble will 
be greatly missed by his fellow pastors, many 
of whom went to him for counsel and who 
counted on him as ever ready to help in preach- 
ing for special occasions and supplying the 
pulpit in the pastor’s absence. Dr. Grenoble’s 
aim in the ministry-was to preach the Word of 
God at every opportunity. W..E. Koepf. 


George Philip Kabele, D.D. 


In the homegoing of George Philip Kabele, 
D.D., the Church has lost a man whose sole 
purpose was to emphasize the Gospel and plant 
the Cross on high ground. 

His last investment for Christ was as super- 
intendent of the Sunday school at St. Matthew’s 
Church, North Hollywood, from which church 
the service was held April 22. The Rey. Ed- 
ward N. Spirer, pastor, officiated, assisted by 
the Rev. William H. Derr, who represented the 
Synod of California and the Southern Confer- 
ence. 

As a member of St. Matthew’s Church Dr. 
Kabele is mourned by a volume of friends. 
His efficient service, gentleness and kindness 
won him the honor and the respect of the con- 
gregation. Dr. Kabele was a man of great 
ability. Since his graduation from the Chicago 
Seminary in 1898, he organized the Lutheran 
Church, Platteville, Wis.; the People’s Lutheran 
Church, Chicago; and Our Saviour’s Church at 
Riverdale, Chicago. 

In addition to serving congregations in Chi- 
cago, he also served churches in Goshen, Ind.; 
Mt. Morris, Ill.; Hays, Kan.; Fremont, Nebr.; 
Medford, Ore.; and Fresno, Calif. He was hon- 
ored in every locality in which he ministered 
by election to positions of importance, serving 
as president of ministerial groups and hos- 
pitals, as well as being recognized by his own 
synod as an authority on parliamentary rule. 
His church used him in drafting many of the 
resolutions which contributed to the church’s 
present growth. 

From the Chicago Seminary, Dr. Kabele re- 
ceived upon graduation the B.D. degree, and 
in 1930 Webster University conferred upon him 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

He crowded into sixty-four years an un- 
selfish, sacrificing life that will honor his name 
and comfort his wife, Rosina; two sons, the 
Rev. David R. Kabele, pastor of Wilmette 
Church, Wilmette, Ill., and the Rev. Martin G. 
Kabele, pastor of Our Saviour’s Church, River- 
dale, Chicago; and two daughters, Mrs. Celeste 
T. Lyness of Troy, Mo., and Mrs. Ruth M. 
Allen, wife of the Rev. H. R. Allen, pastor of 
Grace Church, Phoenix, Ariz., who survive him. 

Dr. Kabele was a man one could not help but 
love. The motto of his life was to put the best 
construction on all things. His fidelity and de- 
votion demanded admiration. It was a pleasure 
to work by his side. Unassuming and humble, 
he carried on as he believed God would have 
him, with the one thought of glorifying his 
Master. 

The Church’s loss we know is his gain and 
in the preciousness of that thought his tired 
body changed residence from his earthly home 
in San Fernando, Calif., to his Eternal Home. 

Under the shade of a giant pine tree within 
the shadow of the picturesque “Little Church 
of the Flowers” at beautiful Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Glendale, Calif., he awaits the call 
of the resurrection morn. Edward N. Spirer. 


The Rev. H. A. Sperling, Ph.D. 


The Canada Synod mourns the unexpected 
passing of one of its brilliant and most active 
clerical members; St. Peter’s congregation, 
Kitchener, Ontario, has been unexpectedly 
robbed of its faithful pastor and shepherd; the 
family mourns the sudden taking by the cruel 
hand of death of a loving husband and father. 

Dr. Herman A. Sperling had not been in his 
usual good health since the first of the year, 
but was able to be about his regular pastoral 
duties until the week before his passing, when 
he entered Kitchener-Waterloo Hospital for a 
surgical operation for the removal of kidney 
stones. He was under treatment for about a 
week, when he failed to rally from the opera- 
tion, which was performed May 6. God called 
him to the Church Triumphant at 10.30 P. M., 
at the age of fifty-seven years. 

Dr. Sperling was born at Wismar, Germany, 
September 21, 1883. He attended Brecklum 
Seminary and for two years attended Susque- 
hanna University at Selinsgrove, Pa. Ordained 
October 3, 1909, he entered upon his first pas- 
torate at St. Matthew's, Utica, N. Y. In 1910 
he was united in marriage to Miss Alice H. 
Fuhrman, a native of that city. 
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He moved to Canada in September 1914, and 
took charge of one of the largest—if not the 
largest—Lutheran congregations in Canada at 
that time, St. Peter’s, Kitchener, where he had 
a most successful pastorate of twenty-five 

. Under his administration a new parish 

was erected, the interior of the church was 
rebuilt, providing a beautiful chancel for the 
rich Italian marble altar, a new organ, lectern, 
ulpit and baptistry. He was also instrumental 

having erected on the tower a revolving, 
electrical . lighted cross which at night may 
be seen for miles around. Just last year the 
parsonage next to the church was razed to 
make room for a modern residence for St. 
Peter’s pastor. 

Dr. Sperling possessed unusual intellectual 
ability, was a consistent debater on the floor 
of synod, and was master of a keen mind. His 
sorrowing parishioners pay him. this tribute: 
“He was a friend of the poor.’ He was one 
of the charter members of the Kitchener Fam- 
ily Relief Board and the community Welfare 
Society. For a number of years he was a valued 
member of the Kitchener Library Board. 

A eer and powerful preacher and ex- 
ponent of the Everlasting Gospel, his pulpit, 
in which he had stood a quarter century de- 
2) ety his large congregations the message 
of his Master, was draped mourning at the 
memorial service and for the two Sundays fol- 
lowing, and remained unoccupied in honor and 

t for the late pastor and preacher. 

e funeral on y 10 was perhaps the 
largest ever held in Kitchener. From all walks 
of life people came. His bereft congregation 
was there sobbing and in deepest mourning. 
His fellow pastors attended in a body, as did 
also the pastors’ wives. Officers of synod were 
in charge of the memorial service, the sec- 
retary, the Rev. H. R. Mosig, acted as liturgist; 
the president, Dr. J. H. Reble, preached the 
German sermon from Psalm 13:6, .and Dr. 
John Schmieder of St. Matthew’s Church, the 
English sermon based on II Tim. 1:12; while 
the president of conference, the Rev. S. J. 
Wittig, read the obituary. Interment took place 
in St. Peter’s Lutheran Cemetery. 

W. H. Knauff. 


RESOLUTIONS 


William L. H. Snyder 


Whereas on February ninth in the year of our 
Lord one thousand nine hundred forty it 
pleased Almighty God to call unto Himself the 
soul of Mr. William Snyder, our beloved fellow 
worker in the service of our Lord; 

And Whereas Mr. Snyder was at the time of 
his death the pe ong this congregation and 
moreover was active furthering the plans of 
our fortieth versary year through 
we are now passing; ; 

Be It Therefore Resolved, That we record 
our deep appreciation for his untiring efforts 
and original contributions to the work of the 
Church. We remember his consecration to his 
task and the sincere faith which prompted his 
every act. We sadly miss him in the counsels 
of this body for he was clear in his thinking 
and thoroughgoing in his actions. 

Our loving sympathy is extended to his be- 
reaved family along with the comforting assur- 
ance that our faith in the risen Christ has made 
of death not a terminus but rather a gateway 
to Life Eternal. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this 
resolution be sent to Mrs. William Snyder; a 
copy to THe LuTHERAN; and a copy to be filed 
among the records of this congregation. 

(Signed) John B. Bruns, Pres. 
Wm. H. Corydon, Sec. 
Tue EvanceticaL LuTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR 
Saviour, JERSEY Crry, NEw JERSEY 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Earhardt, Harold C., from 203 King St., East 
ge sae N. Y., to 476 Ridge Ave., East Aurora, 


N.Y. 

Guss, D.D., William Ira, from 2718 Alberta St., 
Vancouver, B. C., Canada, to 127 N. 40th St., 
Omaha, Nebr. 

Hall, D.D., John, from Chaplain Quarters 14-A, 
Fort pee Harrison, Ind., to Box 448, 
Hickory, N. C. 

Hay, Edward G., from 25 Hillendale St., Roch- 
tars N. Y., to 114 Fairview Ave., Rochester, 


N.Y. 
Huthman, Walter, from Church St., Farnham, 
N. Y., to 3512 Clinton St., Gardenville, N. Y. 
Jaxheimer, Erwin S., from 881 S. Orange Ave., 
East Orange, N. J., to 14 Boylan St.,. Newark, 


N. J. 
Koons, Wade H., from 499 Huxley Drive, Buf- 
ae N. Y., to 156 Burbank Drive, Snyder, 


nN. 2. 

Lyerly. Quincy O., from Troutmans, N. C., to 
R. FF. Dy 1, Julian, NC. 

Peil, J., from R. F. D. 1, Emerald, Nebr., to 
Blue Hill, Nebr. 

Schrader, F. H., from Hampstead, Md., to Man- 
chester, Md. 

Schrader, Theo. A., from Wentzell’s Lake, Nova 
Scotia, to Verona, N. Y. . 

Sterzer, K. F., from Box 484, The Pas, Man., 
Canada, to Leask, Sask., Canada. 
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SYNODS 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada 
will hold its seventy-eighth annual convention 
beginning June 11 at 7.30 P. M., in Zion Church, 
Stratford, Ontario, the Rev. H. F. Gruhn pas- 
tor. Opening service, the Confessional Service 
followed by the Holy Communion. 

C. H. Little, Sec. 


The twelfth annual convention of the Florida 
Synod will be held in the First United Lu- 
theran Church, West Palm Beach, June 17-19, 
and will open with the Communion Monday at 
8.00 P. M. The synodical sermon will be 
preached by President Paul G. McCullough. 

The twelfth annual convention of the syn- 
odical Women’s Missionary Society, and the 
thirteenth annual convention of the synodical 
Luther League will be held at the same time 
and place as that of synod. 

William Ernest Fox, Sec. 


The thirty-eighth annual convention of the 
Synod of Nova Scotia will be held in the 
Church of the Resurrection, Windsor and Allen 
Streets, Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 21-23, the 
Rev. E. E. Zieber pastor. The convention will 
open Friday, June 21, at 10.30 A. M., with the 
Service with Holy Communion. 

V. Monk, Sec. 


INFORMATION ON ASHRAM 


An Ashram is to be held at Denver, Colo., by 
the Lutheran Student Association of America 
August 26-September 1. From Mr. William W. 
Zeller THe LutHeran has received the following 
notice: ‘‘To the Lutheran students of the North 
Atlantic Region: All students, pastors, or fac- 
ulty interested in travel information for the 
Ashram, get in touch with William Zeller, 3221 
20th St., N. E., Washington, D. C.” 
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PIPE ORGAN... !? 


The new one manual complete all-electric pipe 


organ is the answer, if your budget is less than 


one thousand dollars. Send for complete details. 
priced prom *775 


WICKS ORGANS 


HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS + Dep. u.v. 


CHIMES 
Pr BELLS Feiss 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, BALTIMORE, MD. 


YOUR 
RABY 


... that increases in value 
each year as your child 
grows to adult life. 


LUTHERAN 


Herman L. Ekern, President 
MINNEAPOLIS 


State: 
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Rates are figured as of pea 


. birthday. For example, if your 
; child will be four years old next 
birthday, the annual premium 
rate would be only $2.76 until age sixteen. The insur- 
ance protection increases each year although the 
annual rate remains the same! Write today for 
complete information on ‘Protection for Your Baby.” 
(Complete Insurance Programs Availabie for Every Need) 


BROTHERHOOD 


Legal Reserve LifefInsurance for Lutherans 
MINNESOTA 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Please send information on Juvenile Life Insurance to: 


Way Natrne Tat 5 «oo 00 oso ont 6-0 010 6 50-066 sie 0:0 0:0 0.0 0:0 010 8.0 0 Ore 
Children's Ages Are: 2.0... s0te+s3 seceeed 
NERS 5 uasd co one wn 0-0 00: ded tne bio 0,0 800 iv Ord 55 500 9506.0 Ox B10 88 On 


Teter e eee eeeee 


Insurance Age Next Annual 
Protection Birthday Rate 
3 50.00 1 $2.85 
50.00 2 2.85 
75.0) 3 2.78 
100.00 4 2.76 
130.00 5 2.82 
160.00 6 2.91 
200.00 7 3.02 
250.00 8 3.15 
320.00 9 3.30 
400.00 10 3.50 

se eeoece 

500.00 11 3.72 
600.00 12 4.02 
700.00 13 4.40 
800.00 14 4.85 
900,00 15 5.28 
1,000.00 16 6.00 


+ 


Juvenile Rates 
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THE LUTHERAN 
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4 ane goon 
hts :a tact I : 
Sixteen percent of marriages take place in June 


And brides will prefer these beautiful 


wedding certificates 


i Wide variety of booklet certificates, 
Marriage 


Service: | folder certificates, and certificates suit- 
co able for framing. Inexpensive and de- 


luxe. 


The Bride's Bible (bound in white) $2.00 and $3.50 


The Bride's Common Service Book (white leather 
binding) $12.00 


Valuable study books for newly-weds: 

Harmony in Marriage, by Leland Foster Wood. $1.00. 

Making a Home, by Leland Foster Wood. 50 cents. 

Marriages Are Not Made in Heaven, by Janet F. Nelson. $1.25. 
Love, Marriage and Parenthood, by Grace Sloan Overton. $2.00. 


Oss from 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO COLUMBIA, S. C. PITTSBURGH 


